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President’s Message 

 

Great Things are Happening 
in DKG! 

 
 

In spite of the current health situation, not only is DKG 
California forging ahead with plans for the 2021 DKG California 
convention to be held in Los Angeles April 30 – May 2, 2021, 
but DKG International is busy planning for two conferences to 
be held in the summer of 2021: the International Conference in Portland, Oregon, 
July 7 – 10, and the International Conference in San Antonio, Texas, July 21 – 24. 
International is also planning to host the DKG Ignite: Leaders Empowering Leaders 
program for 20 members who represent all regions of the society. Participants will 
meet in Austin, Texas, July 11 – 18, 2021, for an intensive week of 
leadership/management development. In addition, DKG International committees 
are meeting virtually and moving forward with committee plans befitting their 
responsibilities.  California is well represented on the International forefront with 
Janis Barr, Zeta Iota Chapter, serving as Southwest Regional Director and co-
chairman of the International Conference in Portland; Stacey Chicoine, Sigma 
Chapter, chairman of the Arts and Humanities Jury; and, Julie Drysdale, Eta 
Chapter, a member of the Communications and Marketing Committee. 

 
Overall, the organization, the DKG Society International, is to be commended for 
the many talented, insightful, and enthusiastic women who participate in a 
multitude of activities to benefit others. DKG has grown and expanded Society 
horizons while facing the challenges of the pandemic. Following is a question 
posed by DKG International President Becky Sadowski, “How can we find 
meaningful opportunities to contribute and make a difference for a positive impact 
on women and children in our world?”  President Becky’s question reflects the 
thinking and related activities of many DKG members and chapters.  

 
Chapters and areas have planned and accomplished great things in these 
uncharted times. Through personal conversations, connections with members of 
DKG California through virtual meetings, and by reading chapter newsletters, I 
have been amazed with the level of commitment and involvement exhibited by 
members, chapters, and areas. Members reach out not only for friendship, but to 
help, encourage, and support members and educators, and benefit others in their 
communities. Technology is our friend and has proven its worth as many chapters 
have been able to reconnect with members who had difficulty attending live 
meetings. DKG sisterhood is special! Reach out to others and celebrate one 
another!  
 

 

“President’s Message” continued on page 2 
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“President’s Message” continued from page 1 
 
Let us look to our future. Keep in mind the goals and vision of the DKG Society International and what DKG 
has meant to each of us through the time of our membership. Be grateful for all we have, what we have 
accomplished, and the love and support of our DKG sisters as we continue to move forward.  
 

Blessings, 

Sue Noyes 

DKG California President 
 

P.S. The DKG California leaders are cognizant of state mandates related to the pandemic and will plan 
California events accordingly. Zoom and webinars are viable alternatives, if needed. 
 

 

Scholarship Committee 

 

 

 

It’s Time to Apply for a DKG CA 
Scholarship! 

 
 
Apply by December 31 or June 1: 

 Master of Arts or Science Degree candidates, advanced 
credential candidates or advanced studies:  $2,000 
Scholarship 

 PhD or EdD Degree candidates: $4,000 Scholarship 

 
Apply by December 1 or June 1: 

 Continuing Education Awards to cover cost of 
registration for  workshops, seminars, conferences, or 
other professional training (Not to exceed $300) 

   
Apply by March 1: 

 Outstanding Student Teacher Award: $150 per Area  
 Applications are submitted to Area Directors  

 
Apply by April 15: 

 Legislative Study Session Award (odd years) to cover 
cost of registration  

 
All applications (Google Forms) may be found on DKGCA.org. 

 
Margie Armstrong, Beta Omicron Chapter 

Scholarship Committee 

 
 

 

mailto:dkgcaeditor@gmail.com
mailto:dkgcaeditor@gmail.com
http://www.dkgca.org/
http://www.dkgca.org/scholarship.html
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Education Law and Policy 
 

 

 

With Election Over DKG Members 
Urged to Review Policies 

 
The 2020 General Election is 
now over.  Most California 

incumbents were re-elected and five ballot 
propositions were passed.  For a summary of the 
election results, see Martha Zaragoza-Diaz‘s 
Legislative Report here or on the dkgca.org 
website. New sessions of the Legislature and 
Congress will begin in January.  Legislators need to 
hear from DKG members about the impact the 
pandemic has had on education and 
recommendations for future policies. There will be a 
telephone conference training session in February 
for members interested in becoming bill evaluators 
who recommend positions on California legislation. 
Contact teampowell@aol.com for more information. 

At the May DKG California 
Convention (in person or virtual) the Educational 
Law and Policy Committee plans to provide two 
interest sessions.  One will be the annual California 
legislative update from legislative advocate Martha 
Zaragoza-Diaz. The second session will focus on 
advocacy.  Past attendees of Legislative Study 
Session and/or the National Legislative Seminar, 
area and chapter legislative contacts, and bill 
evaluators are encouraged to attend.  Action will be 
taken on state and federal issues as well as 
promoting the DKG California Legislative Study 
Session scheduled for June 22-24, 2021. Contact 
the Educational Law and Policy Committee at (909) 
223-0366 or dkgcaedlaw1@gmail.com, regarding 
education law and policy issues. 

 

Dr. Kathy Kinley, Epsilon Sigma Chapter  
Educational Law and Policy Chairman 

 

 

 

DKG International Honors  
California Artists  

 
 
Did you know that 
DKG International 
has an online Arts 
and Humanities 
Gallery? This 
online Gallery is 
maintained so 
members of DKG 

may display their creative arts, and all members 
may enjoy, respect and learn more about 
excellence in arts and crafts. Members may submit 
art in the categories of visual arts, writing, and 
performance art. Submission periods are January 
15 - February 15 and August 15 - September 15. 
Congratulations to the following DKG California 
members:  

 
Aphrodite Antoniou, Theta Omega - 2D Acrylic  
Pat Birckhead, Iota Phi - 2D Watercolor 
Rosalind Braga, Zeta Phi - Poetry 
Gretchen Covington, Eta Upsilon - 2D Pastel   
Mary Ann Davis, Epsilon Omega - Photography 
Joan Erreca, Beta Tau - Photography   
Nancy Mercado, Alpha Kappa - 2D Watercolor 
Henrietta Sparkman, Epsilon Nu - 2D Pastel  
Katherine Talkington, Eta Epsilon - Pastel    
Glenna Yee, Eta Upsilon – Poetry, Photography  
 
Visit their art which is on display at gallery.dkg.org. 
If you are an artist, consider entering your art 
during the next submission period.

 Stacey Chicoine, Sigma Chapter 
DKG International Arts and Humanities Jury Chair 2020-2024 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DhDBXsQ1kHiSjY0OYBENairVdFpVw7qOWoR9lews84A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DhDBXsQ1kHiSjY0OYBENairVdFpVw7qOWoR9lews84A/edit
http://www.dkgca.org/
mailto:teampowell@aol.com
mailto:dkgcaedlaw1@gmail.com
http://gallery.dkg.org/
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Leadership Development 
 

Plan Now to Attend the DKG California 
Leadership Retreat 

“Connecting Through Mindful Leadership” 
 
The DKG California Leadership Development Committee will present a 
virtual retreat this year entitled “Connecting Through Mindful Leadership,” 
January 15-16. Beginning Friday evening with a short teaser about the 
retreat and a fun activity, the retreat’s interactive presentation, featuring Dr. 
Salwa Zaki, will continue Saturday at 9 am and wrap up by 1 pm. 
 

Leadership Retreat Registration Form 
 

Due January 6, 2021 

 

 
In a description offered by Dr. Salwa Zaki, 
"Participants will strengthen their personal and 
collective capacity to mindfully contextualize 
leadership decisions and actions within an equity 
and culturally responsive lens and much more." Dr. 
Zaki will donate her discounted professional fee to 
the DKG California Leadership Development 
Committee. The committee will award the donation 
as the Dr. Salwa Zaki Scholarship to a woman of 

color to further her leadership potential, either 
through university leadership classes and/or 
professional development seminars.  The $25 fee 
will support the scholarship minus committee 
expenses.  Upon registration, members may 
donate more money to the scholarship fund. If 
members cannot attend the retreat, they may 
donate by sending a check payable to the Chi State 
Leadership Development Committee in support of 
the scholarship; write Scholarship on the memo line 
Mail the check to Louise Zaki, LDC Treasurer, 1010 
E. 13 Street, P.O. Box 27, Beaumont, Ca. 92223. 
   
Dr. Zaki currently serves as the principal at Dianne 
Feinstein Elementary School in the San Francisco 
Unified School District. Prior to moving to the Bay 
Area, she served as the Professional Learning 
Director for Washoe County School District in 
Northern Nevada for seven years, where she was 
also a co-founder of and adjunct professor for 
Nevada Leads, a total redesign of the principal 
preparation collaborative between WCSD and the 
University of Nevada, Reno. 

 
 
Communications & Technology Committee 

 

2020 Newsletter Competition 
 

Don’t Forget!  Send a 2020 issue of your chapter or area newsletter to enter the 
2020 DKG California Newsletter Competition! Send entries by January 15 to: 
 

 Virginia Williamson, California Connection Editor 
 dkgcaeditor@gmail.com  

Karen Akana, Delta Omega Chapter 
Leadership Development Committee, Chairman 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-GhnBTEpbh5Ep3g3xJstp_wLQlQnnFwSpznh4uWaW5i-PaA/viewform
mailto:dkgcaeditor@gmail.com
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DKG Through the Years 
 

 

 

 

Eunah Temple Holden Leaves a Legacy 
 

Eunah Temple Holden of Florida, recipient of the International Achievement Award 
and International President 1950-52, served Delta Kappa Gamma for more than 24 
years as an outstanding leader. Her leadership and achievements were truly awe 
inspiring. Her philosophy was that key women educators should be dedicated to 
achieving the best attainable. This philosophy was evident in the manner in which 
she carried out her leadership duties.  
 

In addition to her leadership roles in Delta Kappa Gamma, Mrs. Holden was an 
active leader in city, county, and state professional organizations. She represented 
the Society at conferences of UNESCO, at AASA School Superintendents 
Association, TEPS, and the NEA convention.  
 

In 1978 the Society received a bequest from Eunah Temple Holden’s estate of $96,959.00 plus a $200.00 
stock certificate which was used to establish The Eunah Temple Holden Fund. The name of the fund was later 
updated to The Eunah Temple Holden Leadership Fund.  
 

1933 Annie Webb Blanton suggested that the society grant a yearly award to recognize service to 

education, promote the status of women, and recognize outstanding leadership in education. A 
committee was appointed, and the first recipient of the International Achievement Award was 
chosen. Annie Webb Blanton was embarrassed to be the first recipient after having suggested 
the award.  

1936  The following state organizations were founded: Phi Kansas, Chi California, Psi Georgia, 

Omega Colorado, bringing the number of state organizations to twenty-four. 

1970 The International Society membership had grown to 111,000 key women educators.  

 
 
 

Financial Development Committee 
 

Little Bo Peep has lost her sheep  
And cannot tell where to find them! 
A new yearly calendar would remind her  
That she sent them home to sleep. 

 

    Kathy Retzloff, Poet Laureate  
 

The DKG CA Store has calendar refills for 2021-2022. Cost is $6.00.     
To order, send a check, payable to DKG CA, to: 
  

DKG CA Ed Center 
Attention: DKG Store 
808 University Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95825-6723  

 

Treasuring Our Past 
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Strike up the band! During the month of March, 
honor a history-making woman  in your chapter or 
community. Shout out with posts and news articles 
that tell the stories of courageous moments and 
hopeful lives of the special women who continue to 
speak out and take action to ensure a voice for all. 
Ask longtime members to tell of their experiences 
as DKG members and educators. Recognize a 
member whose “silent” contributions are the heart 
of the chapter. Put the spotlight on all of the 
amazing things women accomplish every day. 
 
For an extensive variety of events, exhibits and 
online resources about National Women’s History 
Month and the women’s rights movement, chapters 
can explore nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org. 

 

Awards and Recognitions Committee 

  

Strike Up the Band! 
Have a (Virtual) Parade Honoring  

Women of Hope and Courage! 
 

Women’s History Month has been celebrated in 
March since the formal declaration by the U. S. 
Congress in 1987. The National Women’s History 
Project originated in Sonoma County, California, in 
1978 as a week to educate and empower students 
by learning about the historic achievements of 
women, culminating in a celebratory parade. In 
2020 the NWHP celebrated the women’s suffrage 
centennial with the theme “Valiant Women of the 
Vote.” Two purple, white and gold floats in the 
Pasadena Rose Parade kicked off California’s 
celebration. While some national, state and local 
activities have been postponed this year, and sadly, 
the 2021 Rose Parade too, the National Women’s 
History Alliance (formerly NWHP) continues and 
expands the theme of women’s suffrage through 
2021: “Valiant Women of the Vote:  Refusing to 
be Silenced.”  

 

 

 

 

 
Susan Hamilton, Delta Nu Chapter 

Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 
 

 

PHOTO: Eric Fabbro | SouthPasadenan.com News | Theme: Most 
outstanding presentation of the Rose Parade Theme. PASADENA 
CELEBRATES 2020, YEARS OF HOPE.YEARS OF COURAGE 
.AES 

 

PHOTO: Eric Fabbro | SouthPasadenan.com News | Mayor: Most 
outstanding float from a participating city. SOUTH PASADENA 
TOURNAMENT OF ROSES ASSOCIATION, VICTORY AT LAST. 
SELF-BUILT 
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Membership Committee 
 
 
 

 

TIPS FOR A VIRTUAL DKG INDUCTION 
 

by 

The DKG California  
Membership Committee 

 
 

 

 

“Our members are the heart of our society and the key to our future”

If we believe members are the key to the future, it follows that recruiting new members is very important. 
Successful chapters recruit new members on a regular basis, even during a pandemic. 

Kappa Epsilon, DKG California’s newest chapter, made a list of prospective members and put a treat and a 
DKG brochure on their doorsteps. They followed up by calling to talk to the prospective members about 
DKG. The chapter has followed up on prospective members who came to meetings before the pandemic 
began. 

The DKG International 2019 Go To Guide states: 

1. An individual becomes a member when she pays her dues. 
2. Induction ceremonies may occur as needed and may be held via electronic communication. 
3. Chapters may hold more than one induction a year. 

So, if an individual becomes a member upon payment of dues, an induction ceremony is not required. 
However, ceremonies are meaningful celebrations and have been an integral part of DKG since its inception. 
Chapters have several choices for celebrating new members. A chapter could wait until it is able to have a 
“live” meeting or have inductions electronically.  
  
Preparations for an electronic induction might include: 

1. Email the script to the readers prior to the ceremony. 
2. Have one attendee in charge of lighting candles. 
3. Send membership pins and certificates to inductees prior to the ceremony. 
4. Invite the Area Director, a member of the Membership Committee, or other DKG California leader to 

welcome guests at the virtual ceremony. 
5. If music is desired, have it recorded beforehand. 

 

Try to stay as close to the Society ceremony as possible. Signing of the induction registry could be 
accomplished at the first face to face meeting.   
 

Remember to report this induction and the names of new members at the next business meeting so the 
induction is included in the minutes. 
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      Spotlight on Area Directors 
     

         Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other. 
 

                                                                             – John F. Kennedy 
 
 
The landscape of our world has changed. There have been challenges as well as benefits.  We 
have not been able to meet in person, which has been disheartening. Yet we have stepped up 
our use of technology, which is a good thing. What is leadership like in this new normal? It is not 
business as usual. I have learned the value of empathy, flexibility, and collaboration. I am open 
to new learning.  

 

Our area directors have managed to lead in this time of flux and change. They are leading and learning. In 
this issue, read on to find out what the area directors of Areas I, XIV, and XVIII have learned this biennium. 
 

Kathlan Latimer, Delta Xi Chapter, Area VI 
DKG California Second Vice-President 

Area Director Coordinator 

 
 
 

Pamela Townsend, Area I Director 
 

Area Director (AD) is the best job in Delta Kappa Gamma! I was invited to join DKG 
by the then Area I Director. She helped me understand the "big picture" of DKG 
beyond the local chapter. She loved her leadership role, advising and visiting 
chapters in her area, and she included me in some of her meetings.  I became 
more interested in serving DKG California, first as a chapter president, and now I 
am the Area I Director! 
 

How sweet it is! Members are the heart of our Society and the key to our future. ADs 
bridge the gap between membership and leadership in DKG. Getting to know 
women educators from Marin County to the Oregon border has been a real highlight 
of my duties. Our geographical differences are united in a genuine spirit of 
fellowship to keep excellence in education alive through DKG. The DKG rose 

symbolizes friendship, loyalty, and helpfulness. Getting to know women educators of all ages, nationalities, 
backgrounds and abilities is the privilege of being an area director. 
 

                                                                                                 Pamela Townsend, Epsilon Zeta, Area I Director 
 

 

 

Dee Harmon, Area XIV Director 
 

I was enjoying my time on Zoom with the Café Chats and thinking how honored I 
am to be an area director.  Some of the faces were familiar, and I had memories 
of the times I have grown in my leadership skills with the help of many of these 
intelligent, creative ladies.  DKG has some of the most energetic, positive, and 
warm-hearted women that I have ever had the pleasure to meet.  They have 
become resources that I know will help me be a more effective leader.  Being an 
AD can be a growing experience.  Step out of your comfort level, and give it a try. 
 

Dee Harmon, Epsilon Lambda, Area XIV Director 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QGOpnY5VMUDIjLYx3XUlTl9HPiHNjkLLFVUGiEPR6VU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lAjI3WDbr3khoDtsUtzinPI0X0waxSQwma20ZaeIDeg/edit
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Kathy Talkington, Area XVIII Director 
 
Greetings from Area XVIII! When I joined Delta  Kappa Gamma back in 1989, I 
had no idea of the incredible journey that was just beginning. Through Delta 
Kappa Gamma I have had the opportunity to participate in leadership 
development, receive Hostelship Road Scholar Awards, be recognized for my art 
work, recommend emerging professionals for Penne Ferrell and Outstanding 
Student Teacher Awards, share in the joy of chapter members receiving 
scholarships, serve as chapter president as well as other board positions, attend 
wonderful DKG Conventions where I enjoyed timely and informative  workshops 
on a wide range of topics, shop for beautiful mementos of my convention 
experience, help plan exciting chapter and area meetings, and form lasting 
friendships. DKG has enriched my life in so many positive ways. 
  
Serving as Area Director opened up the opportunity to serve as a bridge between DKG California leadership 
and local chapters while supporting and encouraging my chapter presidents. I encourage you to consider 
yourself in a leadership position. You have something to offer, and you have the support of other great women 
who will help and encourage you! 

Kathy Talkington, Eta Epsilon, Area XVIII Director 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Team for Emerging Professionals - STEP Committee 
 

 

STEP Blog Highlights 
Resources in Social Justice 

 
 
Have you 
checked out the 
DKG California 
STEP committee 
blog yet? There 

are many resources you can find there to support 
you if you are still in the classroom or for those who 
are retired but still interested in current topics in 
education. Our most recent focus has been on 
social justice which is an important topic for all DKG 
members to explore. 
  
The latest blog posts include information about 
social justice presentations, resources for teaching 
for racial justice and resources for distance learning 
and teaching. The social justice presentations on 
the blog deal with: how to be an antiracist ally, 
racism, white privilege, love and diversity, implicit 

bias and teaching with the social justice standards. 
These presentations can be used as programs for 
your chapter or for your own personal/professional 
growth and/or reflection.  
  
Please consider subscribing to our blog by clicking 
on “subscribe” in the top right hand corner of any of 
the blog posts.  You can access the blog by visiting 
the STEP committee webpage on the DKG 
California site, or go directly to the blog. 
  
Our hope is the information provided through the 
blog is not only helpful and relevant to current DKG 
members but can also be used as an example of 
the kind of support potential members could receive 
as a benefit of membership in DKG California.  
 

Sara Hackett, Gamma Omega Chapter 
Chairman, Support Team for Emerging Professionals (STEP) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hu5Fv8wvvWlL5XEUdYjR35LmOWPspa_r9ny01_UZr1A/edit
http://www.dkgca.org/step.html
http://dkgcastep.blogspot.com/
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Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 

Chapters Embrace the Challenges of 
Community Service During 2020 

During this past 
year the needs 
of children and 
families have 

been greater, and the response of DKG chapters 
more determined and creative than ever before. 
DKG California wants to recognize chapters that 
have crossed these bridges together with the 
children and families in their schools and 
communities.  

To honor the commitment of chapter members who 
have embraced this exceptional journey of 
community service, chapters may apply for the 
Youth at Risk/Community Service Award. These 
chapters will be recognized in the 2021 convention 
program and receive a certificate of award. 

Youth at Risk/Community Service Projects may 
include donations of time, materials and/or 

monetary donations, such as supplies and support 
for youth in shelters, clothing and gift projects for 
those in need, or growing school libraries locally 
and globally. A chapter’s work in the community 
increases the visibility of DKG and can build 
partnerships with other chapters and service 
organizations. 

To apply for this recognition, chapters may submit a 
simple application online by March 1, 2021. The 
application should include the title of the project 
and a brief description of the impact of the project 
on the community or youth served. Chapters may 
share a photo of the project in action. The Youth at 
Risk/Community Service application and the 
California Release Form for photographs is 
available on the DKG CA website under 
RESOURCES, Forms by ABC Order, or the March 
1 Deadline (Forms by Deadlines).   

Susan Hamilton, Delta Nu 

DKG California Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 
  

Awards and Recognitions Committee 
 

                                              Honor Your Sisters 

 
Names of recipients of Area and Chapter Service Awards are due on March 1, 2021.  

 
 The award for Outstanding Service to the Area or Chapter is for a  

            member who has served in a leadership role in at least two capacities. 

 
 The award for Career/Professional Service to the Area or Chapter is for a  

            member who has developed an educational project that has had a positive 
impact on the profession.  

 
 The award for Public Service to the Area or Chapter is for someone  

(member or non-member) who is making an outstanding contribution in the  
public service area in the community, especially having to do with youth and education. 

 
Forms to submit for these awards can be found on the DKG California website. 
 

Ginny Zopolos, Beta Alpha, Area II 
Awards and Recognitions Committee 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GaYwbcryWfGtbnMMB0JWqH4Ab68WEykH2WQON0mOF3s/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GaYwbcryWfGtbnMMB0JWqH4Ab68WEykH2WQON0mOF3s/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GaYwbcryWfGtbnMMB0JWqH4Ab68WEykH2WQON0mOF3s/view
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Area XVI Extends 

Hands Across the Border 

  

On October 24, 2020, the six DKG chapters in DKG California's Area XVI held the annual Hands 
Across the Border (HAB) Fundraiser to provide financial support to DKG Delta State members across 
the border in Tijuana and Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
event, which has been held as a luncheon fundraiser in various local hotels since 2009, was held as a 
Zoom presentation. 
 

Jennie Uribe, Area Director, and Phyllis Collins, the 2020 HAB Planning Committee Chairman, guided 
a group of planners in creating an informative and entertaining hour over Zoom.  More than 70 
members joined online from Mexico to Kentucky to Washington State to all over California for a very 
successful event. If you were not able to attend you can learn the history of Hands Across the Border 
by viewing the recording of the Zoom event! 
 

  
 
 

  

 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Sally Rice Fox 

    Area XVI Liaison to Baja California DKG Chapters 

Area and Chapter Highlights 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJot-muWnH5cOqE5kGqAAvxs98GPSMPc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJot-muWnH5cOqE5kGqAAvxs98GPSMPc/view
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Eta Mu Chapter, Area XVII 

Meet Mercedes Hart: 
Advocate for English Learners 

 

Mercedes Hart, is a member of Eta Mu Chapter in 
Area XVII. A native of Spain, she studied Spanish 
composition, Latin translation, and math at Valencia 
University, one of Spain’s leading academic 
institutions as a Spanish major. After coming to the 
United States, she studied at Modesto Junior 
College, then earned her Bilingual Teaching 
Credential at California State University, Stanislaus. 
While teaching preschool, she also earned her MA 
degree in counseling. 
 

Mercedes began her career as a bilingual teacher 
at a Head Start program. Over the years she taught 
pre-school, Kindergarten, 1st-2nd grade, and 7th-
8th grade, with an emphasis on English as a 
Second Language.  
 

During her many years as a teacher, Mercedes 
advocated for English Language students and ESL 
programs. At a time when ESL programs had not 
yet been developed, she pushed for the integration 
of ESL students into mainstream classes and had 
to fight against discriminatory practices and 
systems to acquire resources for ESL students. 
Although she officially “retired” in 1998, she 
continued to work for Ceres Unified School District 

at Mae Hensley 
Junior High for the 
next eight years to 
help with ESL testing. 
 

In 2003, in addition to 
public school 
teaching, Mercedes 
began an ESL 
community outreach program at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Modesto, California, with Lauren 
Willoughby to provide classes teaching non-English 
speakers how to communicate in English. She also 
worked with students to help acquire their United 
States’ Citizenship. Mercedes continues to meet 
with students of the program to this day and gains 
great joy in the progress that her students make. 
 

At age 92, she was told by her doctor she might 
have only 1-2 years to live. At her doctor’s 
recommendation she had heart surgery inserting a 
valve into her heart allowing the blood to flow more 
freely. Now she is feeling well and plans to continue 
tutoring English to Spanish-speaking women once 
she can learn how to “Zoom”. 

Pat Elston, Eta Mu Chapter 
Communications and Technology Committee 

 
 

Area III to Hold Membership Forum 
 

Area III will hold a virtual membership forum on Saturday, February 6, as a way to connect with area and 
chapter members to share ideas and develop action plans to address chapter membership needs. The forum 
will be on Zoom with the following topics on the agenda: 
 

 Attracting new members 

 Adding collegiate members 

 Involving new members in planning chapter events 

 Caring for existing members and keeping them involved in chapter events 

 Addressing generational needs within chapter membership 
 

    Date: Saturday, February 6, 2021 
    Time: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Hostesses will be Marilyn Reid, DKG California Membership Committee member and liaison to Area III and 
Virginia Williamson, DKG California California Connection Editor and Area III Membership Chair. The forum is 
open to all. To attend, send your email address to Marilyn Reid at dkgcamember11@gmail.com, and you will 
be sent the Zoom link. All ideas are welcome as we address the vital topic of membership in DKG California!

mailto:dkgcamember11@gmail.com
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Beta Alpha Chapter, Area II 

Beta Alpha Chapter Donates to Zogg Fire Survivors 
 

Left: Beta Alpha members:  
Teri Ralston, Sue Peterson,  
Ruth Ryan, Shirley McGinnis,  
and Sandy Pudlicki. 

 
Below: Igo-Ono Principal, 
Kim Miller; Beta Alpha 
members: Dr. Carol Wertz 
and Sandy Pudlicki. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
In October, the Beta Alpha Chapter, Area II, of DKG California, 
launched a community service project to help Zogg Fire 
survivors. Beta Alpha donated backpacks filled with school 
supplies to eleven elementary and two high school students 
who lost their homes and most, if not all, of their possessions 
in the recent Zogg Fire. The backpacks included hand selected 
individual books and personalized notes. Beta Alpha was also 
able to donate fifteen $25 gift cards to the students’ families. 

 
 
 

Eta Chi Chapter, Area X 
 

“THANKS FOR THE BOOKS!” 
 

Eta Chi Chapter, Area X, has awarded grants of $150 each to 
the Library Resource Technologists at two Poway elementary 
schools to purchase books for their respective libraries. 
Recognizing a need for greater diversity represented in their 
school libraries, Eta Chi members Gayle Case at Rolling Hills 
Elementary and Shelley Fleming at Park Village Elementary, 
chose to spend their grants primarily on books featuring 
diverse stories and characters. Both members feel it’s 
important for their students to see themselves represented in 
literature and reflected within the library collections. The 
books will also encourage greater understanding and 
empathy as students read stories from points of view different 
from their own. Gayle and Shelley are grateful to their chapter 
and say, “Thank you for investing in our students.” 
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Some people come into our lives  

         and leave footprints on our hearts,  

and we are never, ever the same. 

                                                           ~ Flavia Weedn 
 

  
 

Remembering Our Sisters… 
 

 
 
Linda Bassett   Delta Lambda  VI     September 6, 2019       Chico, CA 

Theresa Thomas  Gamma Omicron XVI     March 29, 2020       Chula Vista, CA 

Delores Ashley  Iota Xi   XV      April 1, 2020       Helendale, CA 

Dolores Crowley  Beta Psi   VI     April 6, 2020       Napa, CA 

Marion Jean Kaus  Theta Epsilon  XVIII     May 13, 2020       Palm Desert, CA 

Leslie Geyer   Delta Lambda  VI     May 18, 2020       Carmel, CA 

Mildred Phillips  Kappa Delta  XVIII       May 29, 2020       Murrieta, CA 

Beverly Marie Demorest Theta Psi  III     June 7, 2020       Hercules, CA 

Helen Condos   Alpha Omega  III     June 28, 2020       Fremont, CA 

Harriet Hammonds  Chi   XI     July 5, 2020        La Canada Flintridge, CA 

Lori Paolinetti   Delta Rho  IV     July 12, 2020       Santa Clara, CA 

Dorothy Howell  Theta Psi  III     July 19, 2020       Oakland, CA 

Shirley Hensen  Zeta Zeta  III     July 21, 2020       Livermore, CA 

Helen Hill   Eta Lambda  VIII     August 8, 2020       Santa Maria, CA 

Ardelle Ward   Alpha Omega  III     August 15, 2020       Sacramento, CA 

Margaret Luedtke  Gamma Omicron XVI     August 16, 2020           Coronado, CA 

Nancy Peterson  Beta Lambda  II     September 13, 2020     Red Bluff, CA 

Tei Dacus   Theta Omicron III     September 17, 2020     San Jose, CA 

Sylvia Dobrow   Tau   XVIII     September 18, 2020     Stockton, CA 

Stephanie Novak  Beta Beta  XII     October 1, 2020       Downey, CA 

Patricia Dombrink  Epsilon Omega III     October 28, 2020       Oakland, CA 

Betty Duncan-Goetz  Eta Iota  XVI      Not Reported       Not Reported 

Pegi Reynard   Eta Iota  XVI      Not Reported       Not Reported 
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Emergency Fund 
Kathy O’Leary      In Memory of Scott Evans, Diane Evans’ Son 
Omicron Chapter     Chapter Donation 
Margaret Cook     Personal Donation 
Gamma Xi Chapter     Chapter Donation 
Sherrill Hyink      Personal Donation 
 

General Fund 
Kathy O’Leary      In Memory of Ken Carlson, Carol Carlson’s Husband 
 

Hostelship Fund 
Judy Kearns      In Memory of Ken Carlson, Carol Carlson’s Husband 
 

Penne Ferrell Fund 
Mary Craig      In Memory of Nancy Peterson 
Eta Iota Chapter     In Memory of Dr. Jimmy Phelps 
Eta Beta Chapter     Chapter Donation 
Kathy O’Leary      In Honor of Pat Feist’s Birthday 
Virginia Williamson     In Memory of Helen Condos 
Zeta Beta Chapter      In Memory of Patricia Edginton  
Ellen Owens      In Memory of Jeanne Gahagan’s Mother 
Ellen Owens      In Memory of Scott Evans, Diane Evans’ Son 
Area II       In Honor of Area II Sisters 
Iota Xi Chapter     Chapter Donation    
 

Scholarship Fund 
Susan Fujii      In Memory of Rick Moore, Nonnie Moore’s Husband 
Delta Psi Chapter     In Memory of Juanita Davies 
Beta Zeta Chapter     In Memory of Elana McDonald 
Iota Chapter      In Memory of Gail LaFortune 
Kappa Gamma Chapter    Chapter Donation 
Iota Xi Chapter     Chapter Donations 
Wanda Freeman     In Memory of Lillian Kaye Kensey 
Diane Sikkenga      In Memory of Donna Stevenson 
 

World Fellowship Enrichment Fund 
Area III       Area Donation 
Tina Neff, Eta Chapter    Chapter Donation 
Zeta Epsilon Chapter     Chapter Donation 
Virginia Williamson     In Memory of Rick Moore, Nonnie Moore’s Husband 
Eta Chi Chapter     Chapter Donation 
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Happy Holidays! 


