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President’s Message

DKG California Convention
“Exploring New Pathways”
The DKG California Executive Committee and Leadership Team
invite you to the 2020 DKG California State Convention. The
convention is the culmination of work by state leaders and a
contingent of local members who have been working diligently
since last summer to provide an exciting, educational and
memorable experience for convention attendees.
Following the premise of the 2019-2021 biennium theme--Bridging the Gap for All
Generations--the theme of the 2020 convention, “Exploring New Pathways,” opens
the door for new ideas, new experiences and an abundance of opportunities for
attendees to enhance their leadership skills, enjoy fellowship with DKG sisters and
prosper from the benefits of DKG membership.
Attendees will find opportunities for personal and professional growth by attending
the breakout and professional development sessions, refine their knowledge as
chapter and area leaders through workshops for new chapter presidents and all
treasurers, and take part in carrying out DKG California business at the annual
business meeting. There are opportunities to make new friends and reconnect with
others as attendees participate in convention activities and events, enjoy the art
gallery display of works from DKG California’s artistically talented members, and join
with others performing as the convention choir. Attendees will hear the meaningful
messages of the keynote speakers, celebrate milestones and achievements, and join
together for the Celebration of Life to recognize members who passed away this past
year. Convention is also an opportunity to acknowledge the accomplishments of
others and applaud the recipients of the DKG California Distinguished Service
Awards.
As you make plans to attend the convention, consider what DKG means to you and
the opportunities you have derived from membership. Share your story. Reach out
and invite deserving women educators to join our organization. Develop meaningful
relationships with potential members based on your beliefs and commitment to the
DKG Society International. Invite them to join you at the 2020 DKG California
Convention.
Let’s explore new pathways together and enjoy what has been planned for DKG
California members and guests. Come join us May 1 - 3 at the Santa Clara Marriott
in Santa Clara.
Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma Chapter
DKG California President
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DKG CALIFORNIA CONVENTION 2020

International Representative to DKG California
Convention, Trish Woodley
DKG California welcomes
Patricia “Trish” Woodley as
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society
International’s
representative to the 2020
DKG California Convention. Trish had an
interesting and varied background as an educator
before joining Society Headquarters in June of
2018 as the Membership Director. She is a native
Texan, currently residing in the countryside outside
of Austin with her two dogs and two cats. In her
spare time, she enjoys watching football and
listening to live music. She is the mother of three
adult children-- a daughter who is studying Criminal
Justice, a son who is serving in the United States
Army and a son who is an executive with Apple. In
addition, she has two grandchildren, a grandson
and a granddaughter.
Trish earned a Bachelor of Education Degree in
Youth and Community Studies and a Master of Arts
in Education with a concentration in Curriculum and
Instruction. She is currently working towards her
Doctorate and was recently accepted into the 2020
Texas State Association Executives (TSAE)
Leadership Program.
As an educator and EMT-B, Trish taught premedical classes at the secondary level for nine
years serving as the Career and Technical
Education (CATE) Department Chair for five
years.
Additionally,
she
taught
Medical
Terminology for Medical and Pharmacy Assistants
for four years post-secondary, before accepting the
position with DKG. She is a member of Xi Chapter
DKG in Texas.
At International Headquarters, Trish serves as
liaison for International Membership, Expansion,
Educational Excellence, Educators Book Award,

and International Speakers Fund Committees. She
also serves as the editor for the Presidents’ Page.
As the International representative, Trish will be
very involved in the DKG California convention.
She will be participating in workshops and breakout
sessions related to membership, chapter leadership
and technology in addition to addressing
convention attendees at the luncheon on Saturday.
Trish, welcome to California!
Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma Chapter
DKG California President
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Why Go to Convention?
This year’s theme, Exploring New Pathways, promises opportunities to strengthen your
membership experience, grow personally and professionally, and celebrate members.
All information related to convention can be accessed on the Convention Webpage.
The 2020 DKG California Convention offers a focus on education, leadership, and
membership, and provides many opportunities.


•
•





Enjoy fellowship and have fun.
Be inspired by keynote speakers.
Celebrate Distinguished Service, Membership, Chapter Achievements.
Experience entertainment and music.
Attend professional workshops and personal development sessions.
Visit the Art Gallery.
Sip and shop at the DKG California Store and the Marketplace.

Liz Topkis, Kappa Alpha Chapter, says, ”The DKG California Convention is an Excellent opportunity to meet
other women in education, experience workshops, speakers and events that provide excitement and
enthusiasm about being women in education.”
Pam Ballanti, Delta Omega Chapter, encourages, “For me it’s been leadership development. I am a copresident and I never saw myself as a leader. DKG has given me the opportunity and passion to develop my
leadership skills. I learn so much and always look forward to attending the convention.”
Diana Sawin, Zeta Zeta Chapter, Area III, and Janice Allen, Alpha Kappa Chapter, Area IV
DKG California Convention Arrangements Committee Co-Chairs

“Come to convention to inspire your
heart as an educator.”

“By experiencing the convention
through learning, through honing
skills, through genuine fellowship,
one can feel/see the breadth and
scope of our organization.”
“To learn, connect, and have
fun with new and old
Letty Yamada
“Attend convention to gain valuable
friends.”
Gamma Omega
skills that you can apply to not only
your DKG chapter but to life.”
Kimberly Schmidt
Iota Alpha
Gloria Uribe, Sigma
Katie Warren
Epsilon Epsilon

TO REGISTER
Click on 2020 Convention then click on “Convention Registration” and “Hotel
Registration.” Or, go to www.dkgca.org and click on “Convention Resources.”

CONVENTION PAYMENT OPTION
When you register for convention this year you will be offered the option to pay with a check or by
using Zelle Pay. There is no charge to use Zelle---it is a simple bank to bank transfer. Check it out!
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Convention Keynote Speaker

Mr. Stephen’s Passion:
Taking the “dis” Out of disABILITY
Mr. Stephen (Stephen
Torres Esquer), a
special
education
specialist and ability
advocate
from
Stockton, California,
will offer his keynote
speech, "Taking the
'dis'
Out
of
disABILITY",
during
the Saturday luncheon
at this year’s DKG
California convention. Throughout his years as a
special education teacher for students with
moderate to severe disabilities, Mr. Stephen has
developed a great passion for changing the way that
people respond to disability, both inside his
classroom and across California.
Mr. Stephen’s show provides the audience with a
greater awareness of disability and shares simple
and easy strategies for creating inclusion in
everyday situations. He inspires others to rethink
their own ideas of people who are “different”. With
love and humility as a foundation, Mr. Stephen
strives to challenge participants to lead their own
communities into a bigger, better, more inclusive
future.

After earning his Master’s Degree from San
Francisco State University and teaching for five
years at Lowell High School, Mr. Stephen has
returned to his roots and is currently teaching at
Edison High School in Stockton. His public brand
has expanded far beyond the classroom: visit his
website at https://mrstephenofficial.weebly.com/ to
learn more about live presentations; Mr. Stephen’s
Ability Movement Curriculum; the Ability Books
series, including Keeping Up with Mr. Stephen; a
video series on disability; and The Direction:
Ability Advocates, an organization dedicated to
changing the way people perceive disABILITY
through innovative projects and live presentations.
In a recent interview, Mr. Stephen shared that his
talks have begun expanding beyond disability. He
has started sharing his own story, as a person who
has been perceived as "different" within his own
family and community. Mr. Stephen continued, “In
order to bridge the gap between ability and
disability, I believe it’s essential for educators to
begin to see beauty in all people, including those
who are "different" in the categories of age, race,
gender preference, color, size, culture, and
ABILITY!”
Julie Drysdale, Eta Chapter
DKG California Immediate Past President

What About Friday?
“Hey Margie, did you know that the DKG California Convention starts on a
workday? How am I going to get there to register at 2:00 so I can go to
Tech Training at 3:00?”
“You know I really need to be there for Presidents’ Training at 3:30 on
Friday,” moaned Liz.
Together they exclaimed, “We’ll take Friday as a Professional Leave
Day.”
These wise women know that attending three full days of convention would enrich and inspire them. Attending
convention would refresh their enthusiasm for their profession and provide opportunities to learn and network.
They also know there will be time for fun. So, they made their travel plans to arrive by 2:00 pm on Friday, May
1, 2020.
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Convention Keynote Speaker

DKG California’s
Lisa MacKenzie to Share
“Choose Love, the Solution for Safer Schools”
DKG California’s own Lisa
MacKenzie, Iota Omega
Chapter, Area VI, will
present
the
Sunday
breakfast keynote speech,
entitled “Choose Love, the
Solution for Safer Schools.”
Jesse Lewis at six
“Choose
Love”
is
a
months
foundational practice that
With Mom, Scarlett
spans a lifetime, keeping
children safe from the inside out. "We can't always
choose what happens to us, but we can
always choose how to respond." That's the
cornerstone of the Jesse Lewis “Choose Love”
Movement.
Jesse was six years old when he was killed in his
first-grade classroom, alongside 19 of his
classmates and six educators at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in 2012, one of the worst massshootings to date. Jesse’s mother and Lisa’s
friend, Scarlett Lewis, has made it her life's mission
to educate the world, children and educators, in

particular, about how to “Choose Love.” People
who can give and receive nurturing, healing love do
not want to harm themselves or others.
Lisa will share information about Social Emotional
Learning (SEL), the best way to cultivate a safe
classroom and school climate. SEL offers children
the skills and tools to manage emotions, to be
confident and resilient in the face of adversity, to
make positive and pro-social choices, and to
develop and maintain healthy relationships and
deep, meaningful connections.
Lisa serves as the Northern California Ambassador
for
the
Jesse
Lewis
“Choose
Love”
Movement. She has been teaching this practice
since it was a pilot program and has seen
tremendous changes in the lives of her students —
and herself. Choosing Love is helping her students
become who they can be -- courageous, grateful,
forgiving, compassionate young people.
Julie Drysdale, Eta Chapter
DKG California Immediate Past President

Many Exciting Opportunities for Professional and Personal Growth during the
2020 DKG California Convention
Convention participants will have many exciting
choices for professional or personal development at
the DKG California Convention on Saturday, May
2. With a new format this year, one workshop
session will be held during its own dedicated time.
Three breakout sessions will follow. There will be a

balance of professional, personal and DKG-related
sessions, identified as strains, offered each
session. Every conference attendee will have four
opportunities to learn and grow, with up to eight
offerings each session. See the proposed
schedule to begin your conference planning now.

Link to the DKG California Convention 2020Workshop and Breakout Schedule
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Visual and Performing Arts Committee

Calling All Artists!
Are you an artist who has always wanted to display your work
in a gallery, but just didn’t know how? Or are you a
seasoned art gallery exhibitor who has some new work to
display? The Visual and Performing Arts Committee (VAPA)
is looking for original artwork to be displayed at the 2020
California Convention Arts and Crafts Show. All media, both
two and three dimensional will be considered. Submit your
paintings, drawings, handcrafted jewelry, ceramics,
sculptures, photography, quilting, embroidery, needlepoint,
stained glass, mosaic and poetry to be viewed in the DKG
Gallery at the Santa Clara Marriott on Friday, May 1, and
Saturday, May 2, 2020.
All participants will receive a Certificate of Recognition for their
participation. Those participants who want their artwork judged through a
jury process will be considered for Best of Show, First, Second, and Third
Place, and Honorable Mention. Winners will receive award ribbons. As an
exciting new feature, this year there will be a People’s Choice Award voted
on by gallery visitors. The application is available at the DKG California
website and the deadline for submission is March 25, 2020. For more
information or questions, contact Maria Casey at dkgcavapa5@gmail.com.
Maria Casey, Beta Delta Chapter
Visual and Performing Arts Committee

“Exploring New Pathways”
with the DKG
California State Choir
Have you always wanted to sing in a choir? Do you
want to meet ladies from other areas and
chapters? Then this invite is for you!
Join director DeLaine Wallace and other California State Choir members at Convention 2020 in Santa Clara.
The choir will perform at the Celebration of Life Ceremony on Sunday morning. There will be a rehearsal on
Friday afternoon, one on Saturday afternoon and one Sunday morning.
The form to register is a simple one so fill it out today and join us!
DeLaine Wallace, Iota Xi Chapter
Visual and Performing Arts Committee
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Membership Committee

Celebrating Membership...
Order of the Rose!
Can you imagine a better way to "celebrate
membership" than with the Order of the Rose
ceremony at the DKG California Convention? This
year the celebration will be held on Friday night,
May 1, 2020, at the Convention at the Marriott
Hotel in Santa Clara. Chapters with three or more
new, reinstated or transfer members are eligible to
receive the Order of the Rose.
The Order of the Rose qualification form is
available by clicking this link or by looking under
Resources at dkgca.org. This interactive form is
required by ALL DKG chapters in California,
whether or not they qualify for Order of the Rose,
no later than April 15, 2020. Because of program-

printing deadlines for
Convention,
chapters
are encouraged to send
in their form ASAP.
We look forward to
seeing you at the Order of the Rose
celebration. A "real" celebration calls for noisemakers and pompoms, so bring them to the
celebration Friday night, May 1!!

Full page
Half page
Quarter page

Marilyn Reid, Zeta Beta Chapter
Meg Hurt, Eta Upsilon Chapter
DKG California Membership Committee

$100
$ 50
$ 25

(8.5 x 11”)
(8.5 x 5.5”)
(4.25 x 5.5”)
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Finance Committee

VENDORS NEEDED

DKG CALIFORNIA CONVENTION
May 1-3, 2020
Santa Clara Marriott




Do you KNOW a potential vendor who can sell her product at the convention?
Are YOU a potential vendor and wish to sell your product at the convention?
Are you looking forward to buying the vendor’s products at the convention?

Quality vendors are needed for the DKG California Convention. If you know of anyone who would be interested
or if you are a potential vendor, then go to the DKG California website homepage (dkgca.org) and get the
application to be a vendor at the 2020 DKG California Convention. Apply today! Let’s make this the biggest
vendor room yet!!

DO

YOU SUPPORT

Non-dues Revenue?

Help Balance the State Budget!
Participate in

BUCK-A-BOOK!
Bring Books!
Buy Books!

DKG CA Convention, May 1-3, 2020
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LIFE Foundation Timeshare Raffle
2019-2020
Tucked comfortably between Lake Tahoe’s
majestic mountain range, Lake Tahoe Vacation
Resort offers a welcoming retreat for year round
outdoor enthusiasts, among the breathtaking
woodland scenery and towering pines. Enjoy
well-appointed amenities including a pool, fitness
center and sauna. Conveniently located a mile
from the Casino District. This timeshare
accommodates 4 w/ complete kitchen.

One-week Timeshare Reservation at
Lake Tahoe Vacation Resort
901 Ski Run Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
When: July 12, 2020 check in – July 19, 2020 check out
Cost: Only $10.00 per ticket
Drawing will be held at the Annual LIFE Foundation Meeting at Convention, May 1, 2020
Click on LIFE Timeshare Raffle for complete raffle form!

Be There to Win Registration for 2021
Do you plan to attend the 2020 DKG California Convention at the
Santa Clara Marriott? Then you will be automatically entered in a
very special drawing. During the luncheon on Saturday the names
of two lucky attendees will be announced and each will receive a
complimentary registration certificate for the 2021 DKG California
Convention (members of the Leadership Team excluded) at the
LAX Marriott. By attending this year’s convention, you will receive
a wealth of information, meet new DKG friends, reunite with old friends and have the opportunity to be one of
the lucky winners! Two certificates will be awarded and the winners must be present to win. See you in May at
the convention and hope you are one of the lucky winners!
Judy Kearns, Alpha Upsilon Chapter
DKG California Finance Committee Chairman
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TREASURING OUR PAST
Luttie Gray Made a Difference
Luttie Gray, member of Delta
Kappa Gamma and the second
president of California Retired
Teachers Association, worked
tirelessly
to
improve
the
California State Retirement
System’s retirement income.
During her 1945-1949 CRTA
presidency, Mrs. Gray appeared
several times before the state
legislature to fight for fair retirement for all teachers.
The fight was made more difficult by a court
decision stating State Funds could not be used for
teacher retirement income.
Mrs. Gray knew she needed to show a need for
improved teacher retirement income. Data was
collected showing that 80% of teacher retirees had
no income other than their teacher retirement
salary, 90% did not own their own homes, and 40%
were caring for dependents, which was a great
saving to the state.

Mrs. Gray began a campaign to collect resources
with which to fight for California retired
teachers. She collected more than $10,000 from
CRTA members. She went to Sacramento with Dr.
Ethel Percy Andrus to meet with legislators. After
realizing they needed legal representation, Ray
Eberhard was hired for $3,000 to write a bill,
AB1625. The bill was passed by the legislature and
signed into law by Governor Earl Warren, raising
the pay for retirees from $60 to $100 per month, a
notable achievement at that time.
Mrs. Gray was honored by CRTA Los Angeles
Division in recognition of her work, and by the City
Council of Los Angeles when she was voted
Teacher of the City in 1956. On January 4, 1967
Luttie Gray passed away at the age of 90. She is
remembered for her “tireless energy, the ability to
make even her laziest staff work and like it, the
ability to recognize defeat, and her imperturbable
good humor - that is Luttie Gray.” She was a DKG
member who led CRTA and truly made a difference
for teachers in California.
Barbara Nash, Tau Chapter
Education Center Management Librarian/Archivist

DKG Through the years
1940

A National - International Scholarship was awarded for the first time in the
amount of $1,000.

1950

The DKG Insignia was adopted at the International Convention in
Dallas, Texas.

1951 The International Leadership decided to finance World Fellowships through a
coin collection during the Christmas season.
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Awards and Recognitions Committee

CELEBRATE THE VALIANT WOMEN AMONG US
The
Awards
and
Recognitions Committee
encourages chapters to
select
an
inspiring
member of their chapter or
community to be honored
during Women’s History
Month. First celebrated in
March 1978 as a local
event in Sonoma County,
President Jimmy Carter
declared March 2-8, 1980,
to be Women’s History Week. In 1987, Congress
declared the entire month of March as Women’s
History Month.
In 1980, the National Women’s History Project (now
the National Women’s History Alliance; (NWHA)
organized with the primary focus of recognizing
women’s historic achievements in the schools,
developing curriculum resources, teacher training
workshops and a women’s history network. The
Note: Permission to use history theme logo received
from Molly MacGregor, Executive Director, NWHA

2020 Women’s History theme celebrates the 100
anniversary of the 19 Amendment ratified on
August 26, 1920, and the efforts of the valiant
women who worked for political equality.
th

th

NWHA coordinates amazing resources for this
centennial year to bring forward the achievements
of women from the original suffrage movement as
well as 20 and 21 century women who have
continued the struggle to ensure voting rights for
all. Their website provides information about
events, activities, materials and even performers to
enhance chapter, school, and community
celebrations of Women’s History Month. Additional
centennial websites include California 2020
Women’s Suffrage Project and Women’s Vote
Centennial Initiative (WVCI).
th

st

It is particularly significant that Women’s History
Month this year coincides with the yearlong
th
Celebration of the 19 Amendment and a national
election.
Susan Hamilton, Delta Nu Chapter
Awards and Recognitions Committee

Membership Committee

BRIDGING TO A HEALTHY CHAPTER
Dreaming of a healthy vibrant DKG chapter? Join the Membership
Committee at the 2020 DKG California Convention in Santa Clara, May 2,
and take steps toward fulfilling your vision. The Membership Committee’s
workshop will focus on strengthening your chapter.
Participants will hear how other chapters have increased their
membership and brought vitality to their meetings. Get your answers to
such questions as creative induction ceremonies, collegiate membership,
and exciting chapter projects. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity!
Christine Fuller, Gamma Theta Chapter
Chairman, DKG California Membership Committee
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Area Directors

Spotlight on Area Directors
Have you ever wondered what being an area director is all about? Borrowing Margaret Wise Brown’s pattern
from The Important Book (Harper, 1949), the important thing about area directors is that they provide a bridge
between state leadership and chapter leadership. They disseminate information. They coordinate area events.
They collaborate and learn from each other, forming bonds that will last a lifetime. Their efforts ultimately serve
each and every DKG California member. But the important thing about area directors is that they provide a
bridge between state leadership and chapter leadership.
The 2019-2021 area directors, known as Latimer’s Leading Ladies, are busily at work. To acquaint DKG
California members with the current area directors, a selection will be featured in upcoming issues of California
Connection. Read on for insights from the area directors from Area V and Area X and check out their linked
webpages.
Kathlan Latimer, Delta Xi Chapter
DKG California Second Vice-President / Area Director Coordinator

For ten years, my focus was caring for my husband through declining
health. After he passed, it was time to consider new activities. DKG
leadership was an easy choice. Being an AD is filling my life with joy. Our
chapters are diverse in age, interests, kinds of programs (theater to Zumba),
and types of service. Learning from each one and sharing their successes is
a pleasure. Representing our area at the state level and the state at the area
level is an honor.
Mary Randall, Area V Director
I was never one to wear red. When I tried, the red wore me. I wasn’t a red
person. Then I “had my colors done” and I learned that I needed to find the
right red. It’s a good thing because DKG gives me lots of reasons to wear
red! After work and church committees, I decided I wasn’t a committee
person. Now as AD for Area X, I can truly say that DKG committees are not
your typical committees. It is a joy to work with such wonderful, professional
volunteers. I have found the right red.

Gayle Case, Area X Director

Thank you, Jackie Albini!
DKG California was recently the recipient of a bequest from the estate of longtime
member Jackie Albini, Delta Kappa Chapter, Area XII. You may remember Jackie as
the lady with the camera at DKG California events. She was always faithful to the
organization and did so much for so many. You will hear more about her unrestricted
bequest at the DKG California Convention when a motion is presented to establish
the Jackie Albini Award. We want to thank Jackie for generously remembering DKG
California in her estate.
Judy Kearns, Alpha Upsilon Chapter
Chairman, Finance Committee
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STEP Committee

Online Resources Support Teachers
The Best Kept Secret in DKG California? The STEP Committee’s online resources
for teachers. The Support Team for Emerging Professionals, or STEP Committee,
maintains two resources on the DKG California STEP webpage that every member
should know about:
1. Tip Sheets: There are TIP sheets: on many different topics teachers will find very useful. Topics
include: back to school night, ending the year, staying positive, planning a school field trip, planning
for a sub and many more. There are also tip sheets for nurses and school counselors. To access the
STEP webpage and to see all of the TIP sheets, click on the link above.
2. STEP Blog: The STEP Committee uses their STEP Blog: to give voice to some of the most timely
topics in education today. Blog posts provide practical tips for teachers. Recent blog topics include:
equity vs. equality, teacher resilience, balanced literacy and teacher leadership. All members are
invited to subscribe to the STEP blog. Once you subscribe, all new blog posts will go right to your
inbox, no need to remember to check the blog. To subscribe, go to the links above; click on
subscribe in the upper right hand corner. It will ask a few questions to verify your email and then you
will be all signed up! Even if you are no longer in the classroom, the topics should be of interest to
anyone who still wants to know what everyone is currently talking about in education. Share the
BLOG with other teachers—a great way to introduce the benefits of membership in DKG!
The DKG California STEP Committee hopes that you find these resources helpful, either in your own practice
or in recruiting and supporting potential members.
Sara Hackett, Gamma Omega Chapter
Chairman, Support Team for Emerging Professionals (STEP)

Membership Committee / Expansion

Where Should DKG California Go Next?
2019 was a great year
for expansion in DKG
California. Three new
DKG chapters were
established in California
including ones in Chino
Hills, Torrance, and the
Temecula area.
So,
where should we go
next?
The Expansion Subcommittee of the Membership
Committee did a survey of chapter presidents and

the leadership team to look for places where new
chapters might be established. Almost 100
responses were received. The committee met in
Sacramento and discussed the results of the
survey and five potential sites were selected: Los
Angeles, Costa Mesa, Berkeley, Tracy, and an
unspecified location in Area II.
Do you know people in these areas who could help
establish a new chapter or who would make great
DKG California members? If you do, please
contact
the
Expansion
Chairman
at
dkgcamember3@gmail.com.
Daphne Cagle, Alpha Eta Chapter
Expansion Chairman
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Nominations Committee

The Power of the Personal
With spring approaching, Chapter Nominations
Committees are hard at work developing a slate of
candidates for chapter officers for the 2020-2022
biennium. A useful tool to document members’
interest in becoming officers is the Chapter
Nominations Organizational Chart, which all
members complete and submit to the committee.
Equipped with this information, the Chapter
Nominations Committee can then select the
individuals best qualified to lead the chapter in
fulfilling the Seven Purposes of DKG.
Despite their best efforts however, chapters
sometimes find the nomination process challenging
when members decline running for office. If that
occurs, the committee can employ one of its most
powerful tools: personal invitation. All DKG
members recognize the importance of a personal
request because that is how they became DKG

members. The DKG initiation
ceremony states, “Someone
noticed your work, noted your
standards, believed in your
potential,
sought
your
association, held you in high
esteem….”
A word of
encouragement may be all
that is needed to convince a reluctant member to
advance to leadership.
As key educators, DKG sisters routinely recognize
potential in students and motivate them with pep
talks and affirmations. People usually respond
positively when there is a personal connection
based on mutual respect, fellowship, and common
interests. So, if all else fails, try the personal
approach.
Brenda Morton, Chi Chapter
Nominations Committee

Communications and Technology Committee

A 2020 LOOK AT TECHNOLOGY
If you still need to get a
clearer picture of the
Google Suite and your
technology tools, the
2020
Convention
in
Santa Clara will have
opportunities for you.
The DKG California Communications and
Technology Committee will once again offer a
Technology Drop-In Clinic on Friday afternoon, May
1, as well as concurrent forty-minute sessions
offering hands-on support in the following
technology areas: Figuring out your Smartphone,
Spicing up your Presentations, Creating Dynamic
Google Forms, Google Hangouts, and Navigating
the International Website. Bring your technology
tools with you, including your laptop, smartphone,
and/or tablet. Assistance for individual help with

technology needs will be available. The schedule of
the small group sessions will be posted at the
event.
In addition to the Friday afternoon clinic, on
Saturday morning, May 2, Professional and
Personal Workshop sessions will be offered on the
Google Suite, “G Suite for Success”, MAC OS
tools, “Mind your MAC Ps and Q!”, and using
technology in your classrooms, “Tech Tools for
Student Engagement”. In the afternoon you can
learn more about your Google Drive with “Using
Google Drives Mail Merge to Create Personalized
Documents”.
The Communications and Technology Committee
welcomes you to join them at the 2020 DKG
California Convention and learn more about the
technology used by DKG.
Patricia Elston, Eta Mu Chapter
Communications and Technology Committee
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Leadership Development Committee

Leading with Passion… Knowing Your Why
The Leadership Development Committee recently concluded the Leadership Retreat
South, “Leading with Passion, Bridging to Why DKG,” in Irvine. The team integrated two
resources, Leading with Passion by John J. Murphy and Start with Why by Simon
Sinek. A blend of first-time and veteran attendees, as well as members of the Executive
and Leadership Committees, enthusiastically participated in reflective activities, table
conversations, and whole group discussions related to Murphy’s Ten Essentials for
Leading with Passion and Sinek’s “Golden Circle” of Why, How, and What.
If you are interested in delving into the content, please visit the Leadership Committee
website at the DKG California website for the presentation, graphic organizer and participants’ responses. The
committee will facilitate a breakout session, “Know Your Why,” at the DKG California Convention May 1- 3 in
Santa Clara, which will serve as a refresher/extension for those who attended the retreat or an introduction to
others. The Leadership Development Committee is available and eager to support chapters and areas in
building leadership capacity. Please let us know how we may assist you.
Karen Akana, Delta Omega Chapter, Chairman
Barbara Reynolds, Beta Rho Chapter
Dr. Suzanne Roy, Eta Chi Chapter
Louise Zaki, Eta Epsilon Chapter
Leadership Development Committee

Building on the Foundation of DKG
Let us build on the “why” as presented by the DKG California Leadership
Development Committee at the recent Leadership Retreat held at the Irvine
Spectrum Hotel in Irvine. My belief is that the “why” of DKG is the foundation of the
bridge we are striving to cross together.
Why were our founders so successful with building our organization, The Delta
Kappa Gamma Society International? Is their “why” also a part of our “why”
today? As the Leadership Team emphasized, the “why” is the heart and soul of an organization or business.
While the DKG vision and purposes are the “what” we do and “how” we function, the “why” involves underlying
beliefs that drive forward momentum. Two notable examples of successful endeavors based on an underlying
belief, the “why,” of the parties involved are:



The Wright brothers with their successful flight of an airplane, when there were other principles
employed to achieve the same goal
Apple, a company that has been so successful with digitally-based communication including
instruments/devices and services, while other companies found success with just pieces of what Apple
has achieved.

The DKG Society International mission statement reflects our “why”: to promote professional and personal
growth of women educators and excellence in education -- the underlying belief of our organization. The
activities and events we plan, support and carry out as an organization are based on our mission—the
foundation of DKG. As we build bridges and cross them together, let us keep in mind the beliefs of our
founders and the basic premise of our organization while adjusting to the world today. Our mission reaches
across generations and encompasses all women educators regardless of individual differences, interests or
levels of education. Let us embrace our mission and cross bridges together.
Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma Chapter
DKG California President
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LIFE Foundation

BE A PART OF LIFE!
The Chi State Learning Is For Everyone (LIFE) Foundation
was the brainchild of the Mary Marchi and Jackie Gustafson era
of the 1990’s. The non-profit status was given in 1999 by the
State of California. The first grants were awarded in 2000.
The mission of The LIFE Foundation is to promote and support
special projects related to learning and literacy within the State
of California. Grants are available to members and nonmembers, alike.
LIFE in action!
Grant applications, found by selecting the LIFE link on the DKG California homepage, are due by March 1 of
each year. Money is dispersed by April 30.
Funds are raised at a raffle held at convention each year. Throughout the year, tax deductible donations may
be made to honor or memorialize friends and family. This year, 2020, a raffle for a one-week Lake Tahoe
vacation will be drawn at the LIFE Annual Business meeting at convention. Tickets are $10 each, and are
available NOW! For information contact your Chapter President, Area Director, or LIFE Treasurer, Robin Kelley
at dkgca.life2@gmail.com
Find out more about LIFE! Go to dkgca.org and click on LIFE. Please feel free to contact any of the LIFE
Board members personally.
Robin Kelley, Epsilon Chi Chapter
LIFE Foundation

Support LIFE
Use Smile.Amazon.com
The Chi State Learning Is For Everyone Foundation (LIFE) is no longer going to partner
with Barnes and Noble for an annual Book Fair and DKG California Convention SKYPE
breakout session.
We are now using smile.amazon.com within AMAZON, to ask people to support LIFE by purchasing the
selected Book of the Year. When ANY purchase is made through smile.amazon.com using the charity name
of Chi State Learning Is For Everyone Foundation, a 5% donation will go to LIFE. Instead of having a short
purchasing period for LIFE’s Book of the Year through Barnes and Noble, the book may be purchased all year
long. All members are encouraged to use smile amazon.com for LIFE all year long.
The selected Book for 2019-2020, is The Secret Life of Mrs. London, by Rebecca Rosenberg. This is a
historical novel about the life of Jack London’s wife, Charmian. Rebecca Rosenberg is a California native and
lives with her family in Sonoma, California on a lavender farm. She and her husband own and operate the
largest lavender-product company in America.
Donna Fleischer, Epsilon Chi Chapter
LIFE Foundation
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Educational Law and Policy Committee

DKG California Urges Members to
Advocate for Education
A record number of DKG California members are expected to attend the
US Forum National Legislative Seminar at the Crystal City Holiday Inn March 15-18. They will be visiting the
offices of U.S. Senators Diane Feinstein and Kamala Harris and the California members of the House of
Representatives. Attendees will hear from experts and discuss federal issues deemed priorities by DKG
members. Registration forms are available on the usforumdkg.org website.
At the state level there will be a telephone conference training session February 29 for members interested in
becoming bill evaluators. These members read bills before the California legislature and recommend positions
for DKG California. Contact teampowell@aol.com for more information.
At the May DKG California Convention there will be two Educational Law and Policy sessions. One will be the
annual legislative update from legislative advocate Martha Zaragoza-Diaz, who will report on California
legislation and budget proposals. The second session will focus on advocacy. Attendees of the 2019
Legislative Study Session and/or the National Legislative Seminar, area and chapter legislative contacts, and
bill evaluators are encouraged to attend. Action on state and federal issues will be taken.
Dr. Kathy Kinley, Epsilon Sigma Chapter
Chairman, Educational Law and Policy Committee

dkgcaedlaw1@gmail.com (909) 223-0366

Scholarship Committee

Congratulations, Scholarship Recipients!
The DKG California Scholarship Committee has approved the following scholarships and
awards for 2020:

Master’s Degree:
Tara Bustamante, Sigma, Area VII
Erica Sanchez, Zeta Omicron, Area XV
Continuing Education:
Nancy Rogers-Zegarra, Eta Upsilon, Area I
Janet Tarjan, Alpha Alpha, Area VII

Leadership Retreat Awards:
Marlene Daniels, Eta, Area XII
Lidia Diaz, Xi, Area IX
Phyllis Maruyama, Delta Psi, Area XII
Mariana Moreno, Xi, Area IX
Michelle Reed, Delta Omega, Area IX
Marie Reilly, Xi, Area IX
Gloria Uribe, Sigma, Area VII

2020 U.S. Forum:
Gloria Bracco, Epsilon Nu, Area XVII
Gloria Bracco, Epsilon Nu Chapter
DKG California Scholarship Committee
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Global Awareness Committee

Sheema’s Return
During the 2017 – 2019 biennium I was honored to serve as the Global Awareness
Chairman. This opportunity had many rewards, one of which was meeting Sheema
Khawar from Pakistan studying at San Diego State University. Although her two years
were completed in 2018, we continue to keep in touch. In September she told me the
National Women’s Studies Association had accepted her proposal to lead a discussion
group in November at the annual conference in San Francisco. The problem of course was
money! To help her, I sent out a request through California HIGHLIGHTS for donations. Together we covered
about half of her expenses. In return Sheema has sent the following message and pictures.
Anne Stone, Eta Iota Chapter

"My trip to the States was a brief but a deeply fulfilling experience. Thanks partially to the funds that were
raised with the help of friends at DKG, I attended the National Women's Studies Association (NWSA)
conference themed "Protest, Justice and Transnational Organizing" held in San Francisco. I conducted a round
table discussion with some dear friends from grad school around the topic of intimacy, justice and care across
borders. In the round table discussion
we had the chance to voice and think
through how structural violence and
limitations impede and affect how we
care for and connect with each other. As
well as how we care for our communities
and respond not just to our personal
needs and traumas but also address the
many systemic issues we face in our
day-to-day life.
Apart from our round table it was wonderful to attend talks and panels by scholars
and theorists in my field. I had the chance to make meaningful professional and
personal connections that are very valuable to me already. I also drove down and
met with professors in San Diego and had a chance to reconnect with so many dear
friends from school and DKG. Thank you to everyone who helped out!"
POST NOTE: "I just wanted to thank everyone who contributed and helped with the
fundraiser for my conference. With the help of friends at DKG and others who
contributed, I was able to cover a chunk of my travel cost. I am so grateful for all the
support which allowed me to attend the conference as well as reunite with many
close friends that I left behind in California after moving. This trip has meant a lot to
me - thank you for helping to make it happen."
I also want to thank Sandy Barstow and Anne Stone. This
definitely would have been harder to manage without you. Thank
you for your time and labor on this. It means a lot!
Until we meet again,
Sheema Khawar
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Remembering Our
Sisters….
You may be gone from my sight,
but you are never gone from my heart.
~ Author Unknown
Name

Chapter

Area

Date

City

Priscilla Dawson
Sally Hulseman
Roberta Marshall
Gayle Sobolik
Erena Leonard
Madelin Price
Jacquelyn Albini
Marlene Callanan
Sarah Jamison

Gamma Nu
Beta Lambda
Theta Iota
Eta Tau
Iota Phi
Gamma Iota
Delta Kappa
Delta Epsilon
Delta Kappa

II
II
VI
VII
VIII
XI
XII
XII
XII

April 9, 2019
November 12, 2019
January 6, 2020
May 5, 2019
December 18, 2019
May 20, 2019
August 31, 2019
November 24, 2019
July 10, 2019

Mount Shasta, CA
Red Bluff, CA
Fairfield, CA
Rochester, MN
Camarillo, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Playa del Rey, CA
Cypress, CA
Signal Hill, CA

Educational Outreach to Other Countries
Eta Epsilon Chapter

Donation

General Fund
Mary Ann Losi, Gamma Tau Chapter, Area I

Donation

Penne Ferrell Fund
Christie Albott, Beta Tau Chapter, Area XVII
Iota Xi Chapter

Donation
Donation

Scholarship Fund
Iota Xi Chapter
Gloria Bracco
Theresa Ralston
Carol Ann Gilmore

Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation

World Fellowship Fund
Anonymous

Donation
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Exploring New Pathways
Convention 2020 Schedule Highlights
Feedback from the 2019 convention spurred the Executive Committee and members of the
convention planning committee to explore new pathways for this year’s events. Below are some
highlights. Click HERE for the complete schedule.

Friday, May 1
Marketplace Opens
Registration begins
Technology Workshops
LIFE Raffle opens
Presidents’ training
NEW! Sip and Shop / Gala Art Opening
Order of the Rose followed by Business Meeting

12:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm
3:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:45 pm

Saturday, May 2
Professional and Personal Development Sessions
Breakout sessions:
10:25 am
2:00 pm
General session, keynote, and luncheon
LIFE Raffle results
NEW! First-timers and Past Presidents Reception
General session, entertainment, distinguished service awards, banquet

8:30 am
3:10 pm
11:30 am
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Sunday, May 3
Celebration of Life
General Session, NEW TIME! LIFE meeting, keynote and breakfast
DKG Song and farewell

8:00 am
8:45 am
11:30 am
Toni Cook, Gamma Psi Chapter
DKG California First Vice-President

