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                               See Pages 5-11 for Details 
 

DKG California Announces Convention Speakers 
 

“Grow Membership, Reduce Turnover” 
 

Keynote speaker Jodie Swee, from XYZ University, will share 
her cross-generational experiences and expertise during 
General Session II, Convention Luncheon, on Saturday, May 5. 
Jodie’s experience and areas of interest will help DKG California 
continue to focus on the Call to Action for recruiting and 
maintaining membership, along with the goal of engaging 
members for the next generation. 
 

Jodie is an expert on youth culture and has a passion for bridging the gap between 
generations.  She has been speaking on national stages for more than 15 years to 
teenagers and young adults with the goal of helping them understand themselves and 
the world around them. As an Area Director for Young Life, a non-profit outreach 
organization for teenagers, she lived at the generational crossroads as she engaged 
teenagers and young adults in meaningful dialogue while at the same time inspiring 
and training older adults to do the same. Along with her relational experience, Jodie 
also brings years of organizational leadership running the business end of a small non-
profit.   
 

A graduate of Illinois State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Communications, Jodie also has a background in sketch comedy. The combination 
means she has a desire to communicate clearly and effectively, keeping her audiences 
engaged. She is delighted to bring those skills to the exciting conversation about 
generational differences within organizations as well as in the workplace. 
 

Click on the following link for a preview of Jodie Swee: https://vimeo.com/245206140 
 

Convention Speakers Continued on Page 9 
 

    Convention Offers Professional and Personal Development 
 
 

The 2018 DKG California Convention will offer an exciting and stimulating 
variety of 2-hour professional and personal development sessions as well 
as 1-hour break-out sessions on Saturday, May 5. Participants may 
choose any combination of sessions. On Friday afternoon, May 4, in 
addition to Chapter Presidents’ training and a meeting of Chapter 
Treasurers, a drop-in Technology Clinic/Workshop will be offered by the 

DKG California Communication/ Technology Committee, small group and individual 
tutoring will be offered. See pages 6-9 for a complete list of sessions and descriptions. 
Come to Convention! There will truly be something for everyone! 

 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

California Connection 
Networking Women Educators Statewide and Internationally 

  

 February 2018 Volume 71 Number 2  

 

 
 

Vision Statement 
Leading Women 

Educators 
Impacting Education 

Worldwide 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International  
promotes professional and 

personal growth of  
women educators and 

excellence in education. 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

President’s Message 2 

Email updates  2 

 Scholarship  3 

THAT 3 

Treasure the Past 4 

DKG News Through  

 The Years 4 

California Event in  

 Hawaii 4 

 2017 Convention 5-10 

VAPA 11 

Awards/ 

 Recognitions

 

 
Vision Statement 

Leading Women 
Educators 

Impacting Education 
Worldwide 

 
 
 

Mission Statement 
The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International  
promotes professional 
and personal growth of  
women educators and 

excellence in education. 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Convention Speakers 1, 9 

President’s Message    2 

Carolyn Pittman 3 

Early Dues Awards  3 

Treasure the Past 4 

2018 Convention 5-11 

  Awards/Recognition 12,17 

  STEP 12 

  Education Center 13 

  Leadership Dev’t 13 

  Membership 14 

  Education Law/Policy 15 

  Women’s History 15 

  Donations 16 

  Scholarships 17 

  Global Awareness 17 

  VAPA 18 

  Remembering Sisters 19 

  Technology Clinic 20 

 

https://vimeo.com/245206140


California Connection                         February 2018                               Page 2 of 20 
-- 

Volume 71, Number 2 
February 2018 

 

Email articles to 
Virginia Williamson, Editor 
dkgcaeditor@gmail.com 

 

California Connection is 
published four times a year by: 
California State Organization of 

The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International 

 

Annual Chapter dues include 
newsletter subscription. 

 

DKG California website:: 
www.dkgcalifornia.org 

 

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 
DKG California Education 

Center 
808 University Avenue 

Sacramento, CA.  95825-6723 

President's Message 

The 2018 DKG California Convention: 

What’s in it for YOU? 
 

An exciting 
adventure 

awaits you 
at the DKG 

California 
Convention 

at the newly refurbished Irvine 
Marriott Hotel, May 4-6! Join 
members from throughout the 
state for a weekend full of 
learning and fellowship. It’s a 
DKG California event, so of 
course, loads of celebration is 
also a top priority throughout the 
weekend!  
 

Using the three goals of DKG 
California’s Call to Action as a 
guide, the convention will offer 
ideas for recruiting and retaining 
members; relevant program and 
project ideas; and leadership 
empowerment strategies that 
you’ll be able to implement in 
your DKG chapter meetings, in 
your profession and in your 
community.  
 

Here’s a small sample of ways 
the convention speakers as well 
as breakout session and 
workshop presenters will 
incorporate the DKG Call to 
Action and the convention 
theme, Soar Toward the Future:  

Goal 1: Recruit and Retain  
Members 
 

During her keynote address on 
Saturday, Jodie Swee from XYZ 
University will offer ideas for 
growing the membership in DKG 
California through bridging the 
gap among generations. She will 
also present a follow up 
breakout session about 
recruiting.  
 

The DKG California Membership 
Committee will share ideas for 
recruiting new members, using 
the DKG Recruitment Plan, 
Google Survey results, area 
ideas, DKG International and 
DKG California websites as well 
as offering a chartering new 
chapters presentation. 
 

Goal 2: Offer Relevant 
Programs and Projects 
Refer to the breakout sessions 
and workshop  descriptions on 

pages 6-9 that are great 
examples of relevant programs 
and projects. If these convention 
presenters do not live or work 
close to your chapter and you’d 
like to replicate a program idea 
for the chapter members who 
weren’t able to attend the 
convention, you might look for 
presenters near you who can 
share their knowledge about the 
subjects you experience during 
convention. 
  

Goal 3: Empower Leaders 
DKG International Second Vice 
President Becky Sadowski will 
model leadership during her 
Greetings from International and 
then present a workshop entitled 
Leadership: It’s Not a Spectator 
Sport on Saturday afternoon. 
DKG California Second Vice 
President Toni Cook will also 
offer Speak with Confidence 
during a breakout session. 
 

Thanks to the leadership of DKG 
California First Vice President 
Sue Noyes and Convention 
Local Arrangements Committee 
Chairman Diane Evans, all 
members can look forward to a 
fabulous convention chocked full 
of learning, fellowship and 
celebration. Don’t hesitate! Visit 
www. dkgca.org to register 
today, and join the fun in 
Southern California as we ... 
 

Steer Toward the Future! 
 

Julie Drysdale, Eta 
DKG California President

         You Could Win Free Registration for 2019!! 
 

Do you plan to attend the 2018 DKG California Convention? Then 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a complimentary 
registration certificate for the 2019 Convention (members of the 
DKG California Leadership Team are excluded). By attending this 
year’s Convention, you will obtain a wealth of information, meet 
new DKG sisters, reunite with old friends, and have an opportunity 

to be a lucky winner! Two certificates will be announced during the Convention 
Luncheon. Winners must be present to win!  

Judy Kearns, Alpha Upsilon 

DKG California Finance Committee Chairman 

mailto:dkgcaeditor@gmail.com
mailto:dkgcaeditor@gmail.com
https://www.xyzuniversity.com/authors/jodie-swee
https://www.xyzuniversity.com/authors/jodie-swee
http://www.dkgca.org/
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A Message from DKG International 
                                       President Carolyn Pittman  

 

The 365 component of the DKG 
International app is now ready. Look for 
the announcement on the rotator on the 
DKG International homepage. Clicking 

on the image will direct members to the instructions 
and information for downloading and using the 
APP. Make sure you log on to the website first. 
Access the app yourself and spread the word to 
fellow members. 

 

 

We have 49,081 emails of approximately 70,000 
members. Clearly, the need to “connect” all our 
members is ongoing! The efforts of the HQ 
technology team, the Communications and 
Publicity Committee, and all the HQ staff have 
helped to expand those connections. 

Remember to delete the previous DKG app and to 
download this new one. 

CHAPTERS WIN EARLY DUES CERTIFICATES 
 

Congratulations!  Sixty-five chapters will receive a $20 Early Dues 
Incentive Certificate for accurately completing the filing of chapter 
dues by October 16, 2017.  One member from each of the 
recognized chapters may use the certificate when registering for the 
2018 DKG California State Convention in Irvine.  As each certificate 
will be numbered individually, the member who plans to use the 
certificate will need to know the number when completing online 
registration.  
 

The following chapters qualified for Early Dues Incentive certificates: 
 

 

Area 1  Gamma Tau, Epsilon Beta, Epsilon Zeta, Eta Upsilon   

Area II  Beta Alpha       

Area III  Delta Gamma, Delta Zeta, Zeta Beta, Zeta Mu, Zeta Phi, Theta Psi 
Area IV Alpha Kappa, Gamma Psi, Gamma Omega, Delta Rho, Zeta Theta, Zeta Psi 
Area V  Gamma Alpha, Delta Lambda, Theta Omicron, Theta Pi   

Area VI Epsilon Chi, Theta Iota, Iota Gamma, Iota Omega     

Area VII Delta Pi, Epsilon Xi, Eta Zeta        

Area VIII Gamma, Epsilon Delta, Epsilon Phi, Zeta Nu, Iota Phi     

Area IX Gamma Lambda, Gamma Xi, Delta Omega, Epsilon Epsilon, Epsilon Kappa, Eta Rho   

Area X  Delta Iota, Zeta Pi         

Area XI Lambda         

Area XII Delta Epsilon, Delta Psi, Theta Upsilon       

Area XIII Delta Nu, Zeta Sigma, Iota Omicron, Iota Pi      

Area XIV Rho, Beta Phi, Delta Sigma, Delta Tau, Epsilon Lambda 

Area XV Zeta Omicron, Alpha Sigma        

Area XVI Gamma Chi, Eta Iota, Theta Eta        

Area XVII Alpha Epsilon, Epsilon Nu   

Area XVIII Gamma Theta, Delta Mu, Theta Epsilon, Theta Zeta 
  

Thank you, chapter treasurers, for filing your chapter’s dues by the early dues deadline. Enjoy the 2018 DKG 
California Convention at the Irvine Marriott Hotel, May 4 – 6! 

Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma 

Finance Committee/Early Dues Incentive 
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Treasure the Past

 
Olive Mann Isbell   
 

The first national project of 
DKG was the proposal to 
study the lives and work of 
pioneer teachers.  In 1934 
each state was requested to 
bring to National Convention a 
doll dressed to represent one 
of the state’s pioneer teachers 
and present an account of her 

life and achievements. Dr. Blanton believed this 
was an excellent way of reconstructing educational 
history. 
 
California became a state in the Society in 1936 
and immediately became involved in the spirit of 
the project. Chi State’s first doll represented Olive 
Mann, a niece of Horace Mann.  She was born in 
Ohio in 1824, and at the age of 20 married Dr. 
Isaac Isbell.  His practice was so successful that 
when he and Olive had been married for two years 
they journeyed by wagon train to California. They 
were scheduled to travel with the Donner party but 
fortunately for them a misunderstanding caused 
them to miss connection with George and Jacob 
Donner. 
 
The Isbells settled at the Santa Clara 
Mission.  There were constant uprisings in the 
territory between the settlers from America and the 
Spanish.  The children of the mission were a 

constant worry to Mrs. Isbell since they wandered 
outside the walls where it was unsafe.  She located  
a run-down stable, cleaned it up, put in boxes for 
seats and gathered in the children so they would be 
safe. She had no books, no supplies and only one 
pencil she used to form letters of the alphabet in 
her palm.  When the 20 children were at recess, 
Olive would tend to those who were ill. This first 
American school in California continued for two 
months.   
 
In 1847 the Isbells and other families moved to 
Monterey.  The morning after her arrival, a group of 
businessmen approached her and urged her to 
start an English-speaking school. She agreed and 
the school opened with 25 pupils, but the 
enrollment increased in a few weeks to 56.  She 
received $6.00 per pupil for a term of three 
months.  Olive did not know a word of Spanish. and 
only two of her students could speak English. 
 
The last paragraph in presenting the figurine to the 
Society in 1942 reads: “In presenting this doll to the 
National Organization, we pay tribute to Olive Mann 
Isbell whom we are proud to claim as the Dean of 
California teachers.  In her quiet way, she sought to 
do worthily the task that was at hand, and in so 
doing, laid the beginning of our California Public 
School System.” 
 
The figurine representing Olive Mann Isbell is on 
display in the specially prepared cabinet located in 
the Library at the DKG California Education Center. 

Mary Lou Willett, Iota Gamma  
Archivist, Education Center Management Committee 

  
 

 
1969 – At the 1968 International Convention, an attempt to make changes in Purpose Four (‘to initiate, 

endorse, and support desirable legislation in the interest of women educators’) was defeated. Founder Dr. 
Helen Koch, then challenged the Chi State attendees to “Go back home and develop a model legislative 
program,” which prompted the Professional Affairs Committee to begin a program of action for the Chi State 
Legislative Program. 

1981 – Phyllis Mallory and Barbara Nelson, Chi State recipients of the Society’s 1980 Leadership 

Management Seminar at Baylor University, proudly announce the first Leadership Development Seminar to be 
held at the University of the Pacific.  Offerings will include leadership effectiveness, time, conflict and stress 
management, communications, public relations and personal effectiveness for the 30 participants selected to 
attend. 

2000 – Ellen Owens announced at the 1999 Convention that the Chi State Learning is For Everyone 

Foundation has been established.  The mission of the L.I.F.E. Foundation “is to promote and support special 
projects relating to learning and literacy within the state of California”. 

 

DKG News Through the Years 
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2018 DKG California Convention 
Returns to the Irvine Marriott 
 

You will Steer Toward the 
Future by attending the 
DKG California 2018 
Convention May 4-6 at the 
newly renovated Irvine 
Marriott Hotel featuring 
contemporary style and 
comfort. This hotel has 
received high ratings for 
cleanliness and service. It 
is located less than a mile 

from the Orange County/Santa Ana Airport and 
complimentary shuttle service is offered. There is a 
pool, fitness center, and a Starbucks in the hotel.  
 
 
 

 

You will  Steer Toward the Future by  attending  the  
Technology Workshops/Sessions/Clinic on Friday 
and Saturday. Take advantage of the Technology 
“First Aid” Station that will be available to all DKG 
members. Incoming Chapter Presidents will advance 
their knowledge by attending Chapter Presidents’ 
Training on Friday in the Catalina Ballroom. Area 
Treasurers will also receive training on Friday. 

 
You will Steer Toward the Future by staying 
connected with friends and colleagues at General 
Sessions, Workshops/Breakout Sessions, Art 
Gallery, Choir, LIFE Meeting, Vendors, Displays, 
State Store, Meet and Mingle and Celebration of 
Life.  

Register now online at www.dkgca.org and make Irvine Marriott online reservations or call 1-800-
228-9290. 

Non-Dues Revenue: Vendors  

Vendors Needed for 
Convention  

  
Do you know someone, a group or a small 
business, that would make an interesting vendor 
during the upcoming DKG California Convention in 
Irvine? Now is the perfect time to use your 
connections and help vendors sell their products on 
May 4 and 5. Think “outside the box” so a wide 
variety of items can be offered for sale. Vendors 
may be businesses, members, non-members or 
even you. Selling items at the convention is a great 
fundraising opportunity for areas and chapters.  
 
Applications are available on the website at 
www.dkgca.org. The deadline for submitting  
 
 

 
applications is March 15 for participating vendors to 
be included in the convention program. Applications 
after March 15 will be accepted based on space 
available.    
  
The process is simple: vendors complete the 
application, including any special requests, and 
send the form to Kris Damon at 
dkgcavendor1@gmail.com. Contact Kris if you 
have questions or concerns, 562-673-6192 or 
email. 
  
Plan to visit the vendor booths at convention; you’re 
sure to find a great gift or a treat for yourself (don’t 
forget your checkbook). Looking forward to seeing 
you in Irvine! 
 

Kris Damon, Eta 
DKG California Vendor Team

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

NOTE these special events on Friday, May 4: 
 
 

 Orientation for newly-elected and returning 
Chapter Presidents 

 Meeting of Area Treasurers 

 A Technology Clinic / Workshop for small 
group and individual tutoring 

 Meet and Mingle Friday evening 
 

Enjoy! 

 

EARN UNITS FOR CONVENTION SESSIONS 
 

As a special incentive for attending the DKG 
California Convention, participants may earn 
Continuing Education Units (CEU's).  Two 
universities will offer this opportunity -- Simpson 
University and National University. Watch for further 
details in the spring issue of California Connection. 

Bette Caldwell, Lambda 
DKG California Corresponding Secretary 

 

http://www.dkgca.org/
http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Delta%20Kappa%20Gamma%20Chi%20State%202018%20Convention%20Room%20Block%5ELAXIR%60DKGDKGA%60139.00%60USD%60false%604%605/3/18%605/6/18%604/12/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iLG-Gua6qJbs0z_e3Vkkn3TftgUiB_np6iAaPt6m8us/edit?usp=sharing


California Connection                         February 2018                               Page 6 of 20 
-- 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS (2 Hour Workshops) 

 
 
 

Breaking the Silence - Debbie Soro Adair 

The presenter directed a movie about men as 
victims of domestic abuse and childhood sexual 
assault, using true stories of survivors.  The 
movie, “Breaking the Silence,” runs 90 
minutes.  She will then conduct a Q and A 
session after viewing the movie. 

 

Exploring Language Development Strategies 
- Ana Haskins 

The presenter will help attendees explore 
English Language Development Strategies for 
the classroom by looking at Integrated vs. 
Designated in light of Common Core and 
ELPAC.  She will focus on Guided Language 
Acquisition Design (GLAD) strategies including 
the use of multiple intelligence to help all 
students access the curriculum.  She will also 
facilitate classroom discussions that support 
English language learners. 

 

Growth Mindset in the Elementary 
Classroom - Kathleen Shivers 

Growth Mindset is a very popular term in 
education these days but it is often considered 
an upper elementary and high school topic for 
discussion.  The presenter plans to share her 
experiences and successes of implementation 
with K-5 students using the Growth Mindset 
topic as a means to encourage students in all 
their pursuits while bringing about the best 
versions of themselves.  Participants should 
walk away with a better understanding of what 
growth mindset means, how it looks in the K-5 
classroom, ways to teach the development of a 
growth mindset and possible outcomes after 
developing a growth mindset. 

 

Language Institute - Defying Demographics - 
Lindsey Bird 

As coordinator of the Language Institute Lindsey 
improves the educational experience of the 
newest members of her community while  
 
 

expanding opportunity and integration for their 
entire families.  Her program serves immigrants, 
refugees, and asylum seeking high school 
students in Modesto. 

 

Mindfulness for Yourself and Your Students - 
Lauren Stearns and Marcie Fry 

Everyone, including educators, needs clear 
thinking in order to create, work cooperatively, 
learn, and experience joy.  Stress disrupts all of 
these functions and more.  This presentation will 
provide strategies both for ourselves and for our 
students, combining age-old wisdom with 
neuroscience to help reconnect with our clear 
thinking when faced with stress.  The first part of 
the presentation will focus on individual mindful 
practice.  The second part will focus on 
classroom application based on the MindUP 
curriculum.  MindUP was developed by the 
Hawn Foundation for K-8 students to bring a 
solution  to those who suffer from high levels of 
stress and who lack the skills to navigate in a 
complex world. 

 

Planting the Seeds of Technology using 
SKIES Learn - Josephine Yadegar and 
Sharon Nakata; Julius Su and James 
Maloney 

Science, art and technology will be integrated in 
this two part lesson.  LAUSD teachers and 
chapter presidents, Josephine Yadegar and 
Sharon Nakata, will do a hands-on nature 
exploration with plants, including plant dissection 
and art.  Afterwards, Caltech scientists will guide 
teachers in creating this lesson on an iPad with 
their “skies learn” app, a free and easy to use 
interactive learning format. 

 

STEAM Education - Part 2 - Sara Cooper 

This session will be a brief overview of the 
STEAM lab program at Richman Elementary 
School with hands-on experiences for attendees 
in all areas of STEAM. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS - (2 Hour Workshops) 

 
Aging Gracefully: The Wisdom of Chinese 
Medicine and Everything You Need to Know 
about Osteoporosis - Sifu Nadine Shozuya 

Discover how you can reverse osteoporosis and 
naturally develop high quality bone health at any 
age!  Sifu is a licensed acupuncturist, master 
herbalist, and Ayurvedic practitioner.  In this 
workshop, she will introduce you to the wisdom of 
Chinese medicine, offering the truth of what 
osteoporosis is, who it will affect, and the serious 
risks involved in taking osteoporosis drugs.  In the 
interactive portion of this workshop, participants will 
explore ways they can integrate essential oils and 
other natural products into their lifestyle for cleaner 
air, glowing skin, and all-around healthier living. 

Photo Albums with Shutterfly - Dee Harmon 
Please note: For this session, there are requirements 
to be met ahead of time in preparation. 
Participants will use the online site, Shutterfly, to 
develop creative photo books of your vacations, 
special occasions, and/or your DKG history. For a 
hands-on experience, laptops are preferred because 
they do not require an app to be downloaded. If you 
use a tablet or smartphone you will need to 
download the Shutterfly app before coming to 
the session. You may download the app from 
https://www.shutterfly.com.  Internet access will not 
be provided at the session.  

 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT BREAK-OUT SESSIONS (1 hour) 
 
Boost Your Child’s Academic Success - 
Marshena McCoy-Williams 

This session will focus on success strategies for 
students. Regardless of income, social status, or 
ethnicity, teachers and parents everywhere are 
concerned about the academic performance of 
children. We all want children to reach their 
academic potential. We all seek peace of mind 
knowing that children are learning and mastering all 
the skills necessary for academic competence. This 
presentation will provide strategies to boost the 
academic success of children. Marshena has also 
written a book on this topic, which will be available 
for sale. 

 
Early is Best - Dr. Glee Brooks, Karen Pautz 

Build membership in DKG with early childhood 
educational professionals utilizing the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library Project, which provides a free 
book monthly to preschool children. Early Literacy + 
Early Childhood Professionals + DKG = Win! Win! 
Win!  
. 
Enterprise RESTART - Transforming Lives - Geni 
Boyer 

The presenter’s goal is to reduce recidivism by 
providing our incarcerated students with the tools 
they will need to live a productive and healthy life 
when they are back in our communities. 

Google Basics and More - Stacey Chicoine 
Learn how to sign up for a Google account and learn 
basics for using the Google suite of apps. 

 
Guiding Young Children to Reading Excellence - 
Shirley Huddleson 

This session will focus on successful strategies for 
beginning readers, using phonics, songs, chants, 
and games. 

 
HOPE Animal Assisted Crisis Response (AACR) - 
Pam Bertz 

HOPE AACR is a national organization of volunteers 
who support the idea that dogs can provide comfort 
to individuals in a time of crisis.  These HOPE 
members and then furry friends are highly trained 
and are often called to scenes of large disasters 
such as fires, floods, hurricanes, and train wrecks as 
well as to schools following incidents and deaths of 
students and adults.  Come and meet two of these 
amazing dogs and learn how your school can benefit 
from HOPE AACR services. 
 

Partnering with Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library - Dr. Glee Brooks, Cathy Lynch 

Learn how your chapter can partner with the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library to impact literacy and 
provide free books to preschool children. 

 

https://www.shutterfly.com/
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT BREAK-OUT SESSIONS (1 hour) 
 
Better Health through Humor and Laughter - 
Bobbie Adler and Janet Hironaka 

Humor and laughter can help us cope with life 
challenges.  We can be informed, empowered, and 
ready as we “Steer Toward the Future.” 

 
Cuba: A New Day Awaits - Louise McCormick 
and Linda Frame 

The presenters plan to discuss their “people-to-
people” tour of Cuba with Road Scholar and their 
discovery of its unique social and cultural heritage. 
They will use a Powerpoint Presentation with videos 
to explore the Cuban people through their history, 
government, music, art, dance, education, economy, 
religion, and architecture.  They will hope to change 
preconceived ideas attendees may have about 
Cuba. 

 
Just Go!  Women Traveling - Petti M. Pfau  
This session will offer informative and humorous 
current travel advice and experiences for female 
travelers. 

 
Leadership: It’s Not a Spectator Sport - Becky 
Sadowski 
We often hear chapters comment it is difficult to find 
members who are willing to serve in a leadership 
role.  Join us as we discern the connection between 
membership and leadership.  Let’s get members “out 
of their seats” and “on the field!” 

 
Legislative Update - Martha Zaragoza-Diaz 

Become informed about the latest legislation and 
budgetary challenges facing our state.  Learn from 
our own DKG California Legislative Advocate. 

 
Navigating Social Media - Barbara Bearden 

FaceBook, Twitter, and SnapChat are some of the 
social media apps people are using to keep up-to-
date with family, friends, or current events.  This 
year, DKG California is utilizing FaceBook and 
Twitter to keep our sisters informed and as a 
marketing tool to promote our Society.  Learn how to 
Post, Tweet, or Snap using your Smartphone or 
Tablet.  (Be sure to bring a WiFi -connected 
Smartphone or Tablet).  You will amaze your friends 
and family with your newly-acquired skills. 

Parenting the Aging Parent:  My Mother’s 
Journey through Dementia - Kathleen Bjork 

The presenter has written a book about her mother’s 
journey, entitled My Mother Is Losing Her Memory 
and I Am Losing My Mind.  She will discuss what she 
has learned about dementia -- the kinds, symptoms, 
research, and what the future looks like. 

 
Recruit! Retain! Rejoice! 
Membership Committee members will share ideas 
for recruiting new members, using the Recruitment 
Plan, Membership Committee Google Survey 
results, Area presentations, DKG International/ DKG 
California websites and Daphne Cagle’s Chartering 
New Chapters presentations. 

 
Road Scholar:  Travel and Hostelship 
Opportunities - Jill Swaim 

This session will be a history of the Elderhostel/ 
Road Scholar Program which has expanded to 
encompass an extraordinary range of subjects and 
locations in every state, 150 countries around the 
world, and aboard vessels that transverse rivers and 
seas.  The Awards and Recognitions Committee will 
participate to discuss Hostelship 
opportunities.  There is also the possibility that some 
Hostelship Award winners may briefly share their 
Road Scholar experiences and awards. 

 
Sharing Stories Across Generations - Lucile King 

With students’ reliance on electronic devices, 
coupled with parents using cell phones as 
babysitters, teachers need to creatively interact with 
their students, as young people are less able to 
express themselves orally.  This session will present 
samples of poetry and stories that will take the 
participants to far-away places.  Sit back and enjoy 
an entertaining hour as you travel across the United 
States and around the world through stories and 
poetry -- many that Lucile learned from her 8th grade 
teacher, Eula Rohe, in 1968.  Eula was a charter 
member of Epsilon Xi Chapter. 

 
SKYPE with the Author - LIFE Foundation 

Attend this unique session which will provide you the 
opportunity to “communicate” via SKYPE with the  
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author of The One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood. 
This book was selected by the LIFE Board of 
Directors as the 7th annual “Read Across California” 
book and members are encouraged to purchase a 
copy during the Barnes and Noble Book Fair, March 
4 through March 18.  All purchases made during the 
Book Fair using the ID#12291373 (in store or on-
line) return a generous percentage of the purchase 
price to the LIFE Foundation. 

 
SOS- Simple Organizing Strategies - Evelyn Gray 

If you can’t find an item in 30 seconds, it’s in the 
wrong place! 

 
Speaking with Confidence - Toni Cook and Diana 
Sawin 

Attendees will receive tips for speaking in front of 
groups, both large and small. They will also learn the 
seven tips to remember when speaking publicly and 
how to present yourself personally in order to attract 
listeners. Time will be provided for participants to 
practice in a safe group environment. This session 
will be great for chapter presidents as well as anyone 
who wishes to improve her public speaking persona. 

  

 
Strategies for Recruiting and Engaging New and 
Experienced Members - Jodie Swee 
The presenter is a bridge builder and an educator. 
The session focus will be on strategies for recruiting 
and engaging all members, including new members 
as well as members who will be part of the next 
generation.  The goal is to implement a plan of action 
addressing the next steps. 
 

Town Hall Meeting - Kathy O’Leary, Marine 
Avagyan, Marlene Daniels  
The presenters will use a Town Hall format and 
attendees will be able to ask any questions they 
have about DKG.  Bring your questions and 
challenges and let’s talk! 
This is a great opportunity to network with other 
chapters and areas. 
 

Global Awareness - Meet a World Fellowship 
Recipient  
DKG California is fortunate this year to host three 
World Fellowship recipients. One of these young 
ladies will share her experiences with education in 
the United States as well as insights into education 
in her own country. 

 

         Keynote Speaker Will Inspire 
    During Sunday Breakfast Session 
 
 

“A Woman’s Story of 
Leadership: 

Capitalizing on Your 
Unique Traits and 

Intuition” 

 
Katie Snapp will inspire attendees as the keynote 
speaker for General Session III, Convention 
Breakfast, on Sunday, May 6.   Katie is the founder 
of Skirt Strategies and  Better-Leadership.com, 
online resources for the woman she refers to as the 
“Everyday  Leader.”  

 

 According to Katie, “Our story is not what happens to 
 us. It is what we make of what happens to us. As 
 women, we have different interpretations of our story 
 in the world and are constantly tested. We are, in 
 fact, our toughest critics. We are also natural leaders 
 and destined to find our true purpose once we let go 
 of our limitations. 

Katie will present a model for leadership competency 
that identifies 16 unique female  competencies that are  
reached through self-discovery and intuition. She will 
share her insights in working with women for 28 years, 
including the state of women in leadership roles, 
statistics reflecting what is happening nationally and 
globally, and some reasons (often self-imposed) as to 
why this is happening. 
 

Participants are encouraged to take an online 
assessment of the 16 female leadership competencies 
that make up a woman’s intuitive leadership prior to 
Convention at:  

              www.SkirtStrategies.com/assessment. 

For further information about Katie, click on the 
following links: 
http://better-leadership.com/ 
http://www.skirtstrategies.com/leadership-for-
women/self-confident-leader/ 

Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma 

DKG California First Vice-President

http://www.skirtstrategies.com/assessment.
http://better-leadership.com/
http://www.skirtstrategies.com/leadership-for-women/self-confident-leader/
http://www.skirtstrategies.com/leadership-for-women/self-confident-leader/
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Membership
 

Celebration  
of  Life 

                                                 
On Sunday morning, May 6, 
2018, DKG California will 

remember and celebrate the lives of those beloved 
sisters who have passed away during the previous 
year. All Delta Kappa Gamma members are invited 
and encouraged to attend the very beautiful and 

moving Celebration of Life Ceremony during this 
year’s Convention at the Irvine Marriott Hotel. 
 

Chapter presidents and membership chairmen can 
help us compile a list of our departed sisters by 
submitting the Death of a Member form (Form 6), 
found on the DKG California website. All names  
submitted by April 1, 2018, will be included in the 
Celebration of Life Program. 
 

Lynette Lange, Delta Iota 

DKG California Membership Committee 
Celebration of Life 

 

 

Celebrating New Members at the 
Order of the Rose Ceremony 

 
The annual Order of the Rose Ceremony will be conducted at the May 
DKG California Convention for Chapters that have increased their 
membership by at least THREE active members. 

 

 A Chapter needs THREE new active members initiated between April 16, 2017 and April 15, 2018. 

 NEW members may include initiates, reinstated members and transferees. 

 Chapter Presidents are responsible for filling out and submitting The Order of the Rose Qualification 
Form. (If your Chapter has co-presidents, please list both names on the Qualification Form.)   

 Download form from www.dkgca.org  

 Email to Erica Bravo at dkgcamember2@gmail.com  or mail to Erica Bravo at 1937 Sunrise Rd., Barstow, 
CA  92311. 

 Absolute Deadline:  April 15, 2018 
 

If your Chapter qualified last spring but was not honored, you may apply to be honored in May.  If you plan to mail 
your application and it will not get to Erica Bravo by the deadline, call Erica at (760) 678-9662 so your Chapter is 
included in the program. 

 Erica Bravo, Zeta Omicron  
DKG California Membership Committee 

 

 

Meet and Mingle 
 

Friday, May 4, 2018, 9:15 P.M. 
 

Everyone is Invited 
 

Cannery Row at the Irvine Marriott 
 
 

Munchies and No Host Bar 
Fellowship with Convention Attendees 

 

Hosted by the 2017-2019 Area Directors 
“Cook’s Classy Crew” 

 

Ads! Ads! Ads! 
Support DKG California with Non-dues Revenue 

Place an ad in the 2018 Convention Program 
Celebrate your Chapter or Area 
Remember or Honor a Member 

 

Quarter Page $25 
 

Half Page $502 
 

Full Page $100 

Due March 15 – Click for application: 

http://www.dkgca.org/convention-
information.html 

 

http://www.dkgcalifornia.org/
mailto:dkgcamember2@gmail.com
http://www.dkgca.org/convention-information.html
http://www.dkgca.org/convention-information.html
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CALLING ALL 2018-2020 CHAPTER 
PRESIDENTS 

 

New and Returning 
 

 
 

Friday May 4, 2018 

3:30-5:30 pm 
 

Plan to be at the DKG California Convention on 
Friday afternoon for the Tips and Tools for 
Chapter Presidents training. The session is for 
everyone who will be stepping into the lead as 
chapter president. You will have a chance to meet 
your state and area support system, learn how to 
find everything you need for success as a new or 
returning president, and even have time to 
develop an agenda for your first meeting. You will 
meet with your Area Director and fellow 
presidents and have time to share. Most of all, 
you will leave with a “Can Do” feeling.  
 

Join us there! 
 

Feel free to bring a laptop, tablet or smartphone! 

  

 Registering for DKG California State Convention 
      May 4-6, 2018 

 
 
 
Online link: 

 Go to www.dkgca.org, click “Register Now” 

 Read all the information and enter your information. Double check to be sure everything is correct. 

 Volunteer to help if you are able. 

 Choose your payment method. Note: a 3.7% fee applies if you select to pay by credit card.  

 You will be invoiced within 5 days from intuit.com. The email you receive with the invoice will contain 
directions for mailing (if paying by check) or a link (if to you opted to pay by credit card). 

 After registering, you will receive an email with a summary of the answers you provided on the 
registration form. It is suggested you print this for your records.  

 You must pay within 10 days   
 

Questions? Email Convention Chairman, Diane Evans, dkgcaconvention18@gmail.com

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

BOOKS MATTER!! 

 
Books are needed at the  

DKG California Convention! 

Bring your old favorites! 

Bring books for children! 

Bring books to be purchased and enjoyed by 
others! 

Buy books to gift yourself! 

Buy children’s books and gift them to an 
Early Career Educator to help build a 

classroom library! 

All proceeds will go to the General Fund to 
help balance the state budget! 

Bring Books!  Buy Books! 

http://www.dkgca.org/
mailto:dkgcaconvention18@gmail.com
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Awards and Recognitions 
 

Picture This! 
 

Picture this… You’re going 
through your program for the 
May 4-6, 2018 DKG 
California State Convention 
and you find your Chapter 
and Area Award names and 

Community Service/Youth at Risk Projects 
listed.  Imagine how excited you and your Chapter 
members will be to see your Chapter and Area 
recognized for their accomplishments.     
 

Picture this…You are seated at the Awards Banquet 
on Saturday night on the edge of your seat to see if 
your nominee will win one of the three Distinguished 
Service Awards.  There are so many opportunities to 
celebrate the successes of members and others 
while attending the convention.  
 

Did you nominate someone for a DKG California 
State Distinguished Service Award?  If not, it is time 
to start looking around for next year.  

Chapter and Area Award Winners, Honor Chapters 
and the Community Service/Youth at Risk Project 
information will be listed in the 2018 Convention 
Program.  Your assistance is needed in order for the 
list to be accurate:   
 

 Have you submitted your Chapter and Area 
Award winners? 

 Have you submitted the form listing your 
Community Service/Youth at Risk Project?   

 Have you completed the Honor Chapter 
checklist and submitted it? 

 

These forms are available on the web site.  They are 
interactive and can be submitted online.  The due 
date is March 1. 
  
Picture the celebration May 4-6, 2018, at the Irvine 
Marriott! 
 

Anna Dinter, Iota Nu 
Awards and Recognitions Committee

 
STEP Committee 
 

             MIND FULL or MINDFUL? 

 

The Support Team for 
Emerging Professionals 
(STEP) invites everyone 

to attend a Mindfulness workshop on Saturday, 
May 5, 2018, from 8:30-10:30 AM. 
 

Educators today are implementing Mindfulness 
also known as Social and Emotional Learning 
(SEL) into their curriculum. These educators 
have found SEL programs are improving not just 
student social-emotional skills and attitudes but 
are also improving academic performance  
 

Presenters, Dr. Lauren Stearns and Marcie Fry, 
will discuss their own experiences implementing 
Mindfulness. The first part of the presentation 
focuses on individual mindful practices. The 
second part will focus on classroom application 
using MindUP, a Mindfulness curriculum created 
especially for schools. The MindUp curriculum 
was created by Goldie Hawn with input from 

educators. The goal of MindUp is to help 
teachers “improve student focus, engagement in 
learning academics and give (teachers) tools 
and strategies that would bring joy back into the 
classroom.” 
 

Lauren Stearns, MD has a family medical 
practice in Brea and Marcie Fry is a longtime 
educator at Rolling Hills  Elementary School, 
Fullerton School  District.   
  

Be sure to share information about this exciting 
workshop with all educators and encourage 
them to take advantage of this great 
professional development opportunity.  For 
enrolled college students admission to the 
Convention is FREE with Student Identification. 
 

Dr. Christine Fuller, Gamma Theta 

DKG California STEP Committee Chairman 

           *Mind Full or Mindful drawing by Heidi Forbes Oster



California Connection                       February 2018                               Page 13 of 20 
 

The Education Center 
Welcomes Kristen 
Rademaker 
 
Have you noticed there is a new 
receptionist at the DKG California 
office?  Kristen Rademaker began 

working as the receptionist on May 22, 2017.  She 
has proven to be very efficient and helpful.  Kristin 
comes to DKG with experience as a server/trainer at 
the Macaroni Grill, a hostess at Joe’s Crab Shack, a 
sales associate for R.E.I., and a cashier for AAA Car 
Care Plus.  She has worked successfully with the 
public in many situations.  Well versed in technology, 
she has been quick to learn our systems as well as 
provide Office Manager Corinne Rodante the extra 
time needed to complete her responsibilities.  
 

Kristen has three children (all girls) ages nine, seven, 
and four.  When asked about her hobbies it seems  
 

her children’s activities consume most of her time, so 
her “hobby” is providing the care for her children.  All 
three are involved with Judo lessons and activities 
within their church, and the middle child takes 
dance.  Kristen is also the leader of a Girl Scout 
Troop. In her spare time Kristen crochets and 
sews.  She is also serving as the treasurer of the 
PTA for her daughters’ school. 
 

Kristen’s husband is a co-owner of a local business 
in Sacramento.  He has flexible hours which allows 
Kristin to work part time outside the home.  She is 
very flexible meeting the needs of her family and 
working part time for DKG California.  Her normal 
hours are Tuesday 9:15-2:30, and 9:15 - 11:30 on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

Please continue to make Kristen feel welcome and 
be patient as she continues to learn more of her 
responsibilities. 

Sandra Carder, Beta Omega 
  Education Center Management Committee

 
 

Generous Bequest  
Supports Education Center 

 

The New Year often signals many people making “resolutions,” but the Education Center Management 
Committee is choosing the word “refurbishing.”  Thanks to a recent bequest, 2018 will usher in physical changes 
to the appearance of the DKG California office.  Improved lighting, floor coverings, fresh paint, and window 
coverings, as well as a large screen Smart TV for conference room presentations are on the list of to-do’s!  
  
If you have done any updating at home, you know these projects may take awhile. But the Education Center 
Management Committee is looking forward to having all members come by to check the progress. There will be 
more open house events and drop-in visits from all members statewide in the future. 
 

 
Leadership Development Committee 
 

             The Tenets of Leadership 
 

Are you the leader who is . . .? 
 

Likeable 

Engaged 

Accountable 

Dedicated 

Energized 

Resourceful 
Self-motivated 

Helpful 
Inspiring 

DKG fosters leadership for all members. DKG 
chapters, areas, and the DKG California Leadership 
Team are looking for YOU!  
 
The DKG California Leadership Development 
Committee is available to support you in your quest 
to develop leaders. Please contact members of the 
committee for assistance and availability to meet with 
your chapter or area.  

Positive             Marlene Daniels 
Leadership Development Committee Chairman 

dkgcaleader1@gmail.com
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Membership 

Membership: Our 
Treasure Box 
 

In the Summer issue of 
California Connections, 
Gaye Renna shared the 
insights of Sarah Sladek, a 

previous Convention keynote speaker. In the article 
Gaye pointed out that in her book, The End of 
Membership As We Know It, Ms. Sladek spoke 
about two key points:  
 

1. The age of Society members plays an 
important   role in the long-term success of 
the Society 
 

2. Members must find value in membership 
 

In response to DKG California President Julie 
Drysdale’s Call to Action, the DKG California 
Membership Committee decided to go to the 
precious “gemstones” we call Order of the Rose 
Chapters. These chapters were able to initiate three 
or more members. A google survey was sent to them 
for their “pearls” of wisdom. The presidents took time 
to answer questions that would help chapters as they 
guide through the rough waters of getting new 
members.  
 

Survey results indicate these chapters had a very 
low percentage of members who had ten years or 
less teaching experience and that the largest percent 
of the membership was retired. So how do we find 
younger members? Some “gems” from the chapters 
surveyed were:  
 

 Use Penne Ferrell Grants as a way to 
introduce the Society to teachers  

 Sponsor a local school’s literacy program--
could be a donation, or a book drive, or 
members joining the school for “Read Across 
America” week 

 Introduce the Society to the local College of 
Education 

 Invite past recipients of grants and awards 
 Ask the retired members to help working 

teachers by completing THAT hours in 
classrooms 

 Arrange for Society events to be published in 
the district newsletter and local newspaper 

 

When asking someone to add time and devotion to 
an  already  busy  life, they  must  feel it is worth their  

Our Society offers: 
 Scholarship opportunities 
 Meaningful activities to encourage and foster 

new friendships 
 Opportunities to find like-minded 

professionals for collaboration 
 Fun ways to acquire leadership skills 
 Exciting professional development/personal 

growth possibilities 
 

The chapters surveyed also shared some “nuggets” 
of keeping new members interested in the Society. 
They included: 

 New members were called and personally 
reminded about meetings 

 New members were asked to serve on a 
committee 

 Working members were encouraged to invite 
co-workers and teacher friends to chapter 
meetings 

 The president and other members of the 
chapter had lunch with each new member 

 Chapters can pay for the new member to 
attend an area or state event 

 Think “outside the school.” Remember, our 
Society wants educators from various 
disciplines. 

  

As always, if you feel your chapter could use some 
guidance on recruiting and maintaining members, 
feel free to contact your Area Membership 
Committee Liaison.  
 

The DKG California Membership Committee will be 
hosting a break-out session at the DKG California 
Convention on May 5 at the Irvine Marriott. Many 
insights and ideas will be available to all. Hope to 
see you there! 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

time! So, what is the value of being a member of DKG? 

  

Help Spread the Word 

 
The Marketing and Publicity Committee is   working   
diligently to market   DKG California. In order to 
reach more people, the committee needs your help. 

First, follow DKG California on Facebook  and 

Twitter . When a post or tweet relates to your 
chapter or area, be sure to hit the share button 

 on Facebook or the Retweet button  on 
Twitter so all of your Facebook friends and Twitter 
followers can see the post or tweet. It may be the 
perfect opportunity to begin a conversation about 
DKG.  
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DKG Members  
Are Ready 
for Legislative Action 
 

The 2018 U. S. Forum National 
Legislative Seminar (NLS) is 
entitled “Women Poised for 

Legislative Action.” All DKG members who reside in 
the United States are automatically members of the 
U.S Forum and are eligible to attend. The March 
18-21, 2018, meeting in Washington, DC will cover 
federal issues identified by DKG members at 
Regional Conferences:  Advocacy, Violence 
Against Women, Women’s Health Care, and Youth 
Suicide Awareness and Prevention. Attendees will 
hear from experts on these topics and be able to 
express their views directly to members of 
Congress. 
 

The NLS will be held at the Holiday Inn, National 
Airport, Crystal City.  Room rates are $189 plus 
13.25% tax a night for single to quadruple 
occupancy. The hotel provides a free shuttle to and 
from National Airport and the Metro. The deadline 
for reservations at the special rate is February 10. 
An all-day history tour on March 18 and a 
Monuments by Moonlight on March 20 are offered 
to attendees for additional fees. 

Registration forms are at www.usforumdkg.org. 
Click on “Forms/Logos”; then download NLS 2018 
form. Early registration ($140) ends February 10. 
Note when registering, that Sunday dinner and 
breakfast Wednesday are not included.  

2018 will be a crucial year in national politics as 
members of Congress are elected. DKG members 
have an opportunity to influence the national 
agenda. Make an appointment with your 
congressional representative for the afternoon of 
March 20 and join other Key Women Educators 
who are interested in advocating for women, 
children, and education.  

Dr. Kathy Kinley, Epsilon Sigma 
Educational Law and Policy Committee 

 

 

Celebrate 
Women’s 

History 
Month 

 

March, Women’s History Month, is the perfect time 
for recognizing and celebrating the service and 
achievements of amazing DKG sisters and 
outstanding women in the community. Women’s 
History Month had its beginnings as a local 
celebration in Santa Rosa, California in the 1970’s 
as Women’s History Week. In 1980, President 
Jimmy Carter declared the week of March 8 as 
National Women’s History Week and by 1987, the 
U.S. Congress declared March as Women’s History 
Month. Each year the National Women’s History 
Project announces a theme. The 2018 theme is 
“Nevertheless She Persisted,” a wonderful topic to 
highlight local women’s achievements. 
 

Ideas for honoring women include: an article in the 
newspaper, a Facebook or Twitter post, or a group 
email blast to members. Plan an Area event 
featuring multiple women educators’ 
accomplishments and demonstrated leadership. 
Host a noted female speaker at a DKG meeting or 
have members share their experiences as 
professional women. Share a PowerPoint at a 
meeting showcasing famous women from the 
National Women’s History Project resources. 
Sponsor a female speaker or author at a school or 
youth organization or volunteer to speak yourself 
about your courage, strength or passion for 
educating children.  For additional resources on 
Women’s History Month go to: the Women’s History 
Project (www.nwhp.org) or the National Women’s 
History Museum (nwhm.org) 
 

Nancy Rogers-Zegarra, Eta Upsilon 
 Education Excellence Committee Chairman 

Carla Peterson, Eta Upsilon  
DKG California Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The STEP Committee is Announcing … a 2 for 1 Deal!          Sizes S - XXXL                       

Buy a 2018 Convention      V-neck/short sleeve 
Tee-Shirt  for $25 … and 
$10 will be donated to the Penne Ferrell Award Fund 

Order your shirt before Convention by going to DKGCA.ORG and using the 
SHOP DKG button. If you wish to pre-order and pick-up a tee shirt at convention, 
click here.  
**NOTE:  Shirts must be ordered by April 15 to ensure delivery at Convention. 

 

 

http://www.usforumdkg.org/
about:blank
http://www.nwhm.org/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1J6DBkemSu7w7aaeVQHZziANz662dTOu21JeFwOkcgqY
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Thank you for your generous          
   donations… 

 

 
Education Center Facilities/Archives 
DKG CA Executive Committee               In Memory of LaRue Foster, Mother of Toni Cook 
Margaret Cook                 In Memory of LaRue Foster, Mother of Toni Cook 
Margaret Cook                 In Memory of Jim Chadwick, Husband of Heidi Chadwick 
 

Emergency Fund 

Pat Feist     In honor of Kathy O’Leary and Barbara Stryson 
Judy Kearns, Area XIII                                      In honor of the 2017-19 DKG California Finance Committee     
Patricia Twyman, Area XVI   Donation 
Bette Caldwell, Area XI   Donation 
Anita Stirling, Area XVI    Donation 
Barbara Eisele, Area XVI   Donation 
Area III Conference    In honor of those in need of emergency funds in CA -DKG Sisters 
Epsilon Omicron    In honor of wildfire victims-sisters in need 
Richard & Carolyn McCombs   In Memory of LaRue Foster 
Sydney Stein     In support of Northern California fires 
Zeta Sigma     Donation 
Marylu Mesa     In Memory of Heidi Chadwick’s husband 
Ellen A. Owens     Donation 
Area XIV     Donation 

 

Hostelship Fund   
Executive Committee    Donation 
Carla Peterson, Eta Upsilon, Area I  In Memory of Dr. Margaret “Peg” Steele, Eta Upsilon 1972-2017 
Ellen Owens     In Memory of LaRue Foster, Mother of Toni Cook 
Marylu Mesa     In Memory of LaRue Foster 
Area III      In honor of Jill Swain “Road Scholar” 

 

Penne Ferrell Fund 
Judy Kearns     In Memory of LaRue Foster, Theta Chapter 
Area VI Fall Conference   Donation 
Ellen A. Owens     In Memory of Jim Chadwick, Husband of Heidi Chadwick 
Alpha Mu     In Memory of Marcel D’Avignon 
Alpha Mu     In Memory of Margaret Doherty 
1999-2001 Area Directors   In Memory of Jim Chadwick, Husband of Heidi Chadwick 
Iota Xi      Donation 
DKG California Finance Committee  Donation 
  

Scholarship Fund 
Kathrine and Rex Clark                                     In Memory of Barbara Coddington 
Delta Rho-DKG                                                 Donation 
Sigma                                                                In Memory of Barbara Coddington 
Sigma                                                                In Memory of Barbara Coddington 
 
World Fellowships Enrichment 
Zeta Zeta Chapter    Donation 
Sumi Arnheim     In Memory of Virginia Astier 
  
General 
Daphne Cagle     In Memory of LaRue Foster, Theta Chapter  
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Global Awareness Committee 

                     DKG Sisters Support 
          World Fellowship Recipients 
 

DKG California is fortunate to 
have three World Fellowship 
recipients studying in the 

state.  Martha Emvula is returning for a second year 
at California State University, Northridge. You may 
remember her from the 2017 convention.  She is 
finishing her Master’s Degree in special education 
and plans to put it to good use when she goes home 
to Namibia.  Also, Sheema Khawar from Pakistan is 
returning for a second year. She is working on her 
Master’s Degree in Women’s Studies at San Diego 
State University. The third World Fellowship recipient 
is Ha Pham from Vietnam.  She is working on her 
Master’s Degree in the area of Public Policy at the 
University of California, San Diego. 
 

Since Ha and Sheema are in San Diego I have had 
the  privilege  of  enjoying  their  company  for   lunch  

 
 

several times.  As you can imagine, they have very 
busy schedules, so a quick lunch is sometimes the 
only spare time they have.  They shared how they 
have felt when mail came from DKG sisters in 
California.  They are so far away from home and 
family that they do get homesick.  Then a card 
comes in the mail and it lifts their spirits!  Ha said, “I 
don’t know them but they write to me as if I am part 
of their family. It makes me happy.” Encourage 
members to send e-mails and post cards.  If you live 
in the area, invite them to a meeting, event, or 
lunch.  They are lovely people and very willing to 
share their experience with us.  
 

Every Area Director as well as each Area Global 
Awareness Liaison has personal information about 
the recipients.  Contact your Area Leadership for this 
information.  

Anne Stone, Eta Iota  
Global Awareness Committee Chairman

 
 
Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 

Have You Considered a Road Scholar Adventure? 
 

 

The Road Scholar Program 
(formerly Elderhostel) offers learning 

experiences to adults of all ages, featuring an 
amazing range of topics and locations. The DKG 
California Hostelship Program encourages life-long 
learning by offering scholarships to members who 
have participated in Road Scholar adventures. 
These scholarships are funded by donations by 
members to the Hostelship Fund. 
 

Jill Swaim, Beta Delta Chapter, currently works for 
Road Scholar. She learned about the Elderhostel 
Program at a state convention interest session soon 
after she joined DKG. After retiring, Jill went on her 
first Road Scholar program. “My first trip was to 
Costa Rica and was a comprehensive trip about the 
people and culture, which I loved.”  She continued, “I 
have  gone  on  hundreds of Road Scholar trips over  
the last 14 years as a participant and Group Leader 
and loved every single one of them.” 

 

Vournee Nolte, Iota Tau Chapter, has participated in 
three Road Scholar trips. Most recently, she 
attended the Carmel Film Festival. Vournee says, 
“The feature I like best is that ALL arrangements are 
already made for you with careful thought behind 
those decisions.”   
 

Marlene Baumgarner, Gamma Omega Chapter, 
attended her first Road Scholar adventure last 
summer. In The Dickens Universe program, 
participants read Middlemarch by George Eliot 
before arriving at UC Santa Cruz.  Participants took 
part in lectures, discussions, and seminars. They 
enjoyed period dance lessons and watched the BBC 
production of Middlemarch and biography of George 
Eliot’s life. “I loved this program,” said Marlene.  
  

Carla Peterson, Eta Upsilon 
DKG California Awards and Recognitions Committee 

 
 



California Connection                       February 2018                               Page 18 of 20 
 

Scholarship Committee 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS! 

Congratulations to the following recipients of DKG California Scholarship Awards! 
  

2018 Leadership Retreat Awardees:  2018 U.S. Forum Awardees: 
Summer Thomas, Epsilon Xi, Area VII  Daphne Cagle, Alpha Eta, Area VI 
Judy Winokur, Theta Omega, Area IX  Nancy G. Cooper, Iota Phi, Area VIII 
Kathleen Heinzinger, Eta Mu, Area XVII  Karen Akana, Delta Omega, Area IX 
Diane Evans, Beta Phi, Area XIV 
Vicky Nelson, Alpha Pi, Area XV 
Gloria Bracco, Epsilon Nu, Area XVII                                    Gretchen Covington, Eta Upsilon, Area I 

DKG California Scholarship Committee       

                                 VAPA is Seeking DKG Artists! 

VAPA, the Visual and Performing Arts 
Committee, is seeking visual and performing 
artists! This includes musicians, artists, 
painters, dancers, jewelry makers, quilters, 
poets, storytellers, actors, etc. The VAPA 
Committee would like to highlight these DKG 
members on the DKG California website. 
Contact VAPA at dkgcavapa1@gmail.com with 
bios/photos/videos of members in 
action.  Pictured here are a quilt made by 
Epsilon Omicron Chapter, Area XIV, and artist 
Judy Heimlich, Delta Omega Chapter, Area   
IX, next to one of her paintings.  

 
 
 
 

 

Your DKG California Learning Is 
For Everyone Foundation 

 

 
The annual business meeting for the LIFE 
Foundation will be held on Friday evening, May 4, 
6:30-7:15, during the DKG California Convention at 
the Irvine Marriott Hotel. Grants approved for 2018 
will be announced, the Foundation’s budget will be 
presented for approval, and the Circles of Giving will 
be reviewed. 
 

The LIFE Foundation will once again be hosting the 
annual raffle during Convention. Raffle donations  
are needed. If you have something to donate, please 
contact LIFE Board of Directors President Donna 
Fleischer at either donnafleischer@gmail.com or 
dkgcaLIFE1@gmail.com.  You may bring items to 
the convention, but it really helps to know what to 
expect prior to the convention. 
 

In April the LIFE Board will review the applications 
received for literacy grants and the Helene Going 
Green grants.  People whose applications have been  

approved will be notified of their success. All grant 
applications are due March 1. 

LIFE will once again be hosting an interest session 
on Saturday during the convention. A SKYPE 
session with Monica Woods, author of The One in a 
Million Boy, will provide those who have read this 
Read Across DKG California selection the 
opportunity to ask the author questions about this  
powerful read.  Be sure to get to this  popular interest  
session  early!                                       Donna Fleischer 

LIFE Board of Directors President 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us! 

May 4 – 6, 2018 

Irvine Mariott Hotel 

http://www.dkgca.org/convention-
information.html 

 

mailto:dkgcavapa1@gmail.com
mailto:donnafleischer@gmail.com
mailto:dkgcaLIFE1@gmail.com
http://www.dkgca.org/convention-information.html
http://www.dkgca.org/convention-information.html


California Connection                       February 2018                               Page 19 of 20 
 
 
 

 
 

Remembering Our Sisters  
 

  Your presence we miss, 

 Your memory we treasure, 
        Loving you always, 
   Forgetting you never. 
 
 
 
Name       Chapter  Area Date         City  
 

Marie P. Adishian     Theta Omicron V January 17, 2018       Salinas, CA 
Virginia May Astier     Rho   XIV August 2, 2017       Anaheim, CA 
Carol Baker      Alpha Kappa IV April 11, 2017        San Jose, CA 
Gelosomina Barton     Rho   XIV July 24, 2017        Anaheim, CA 
Ella Ann Bass      Eta Nu  XVI December 8, 2017       Spring Valley, CA 
Barbara A. Canady     Epsilon Epsilon IX January 4, 2018       Los Angeles, CA 
Nancy Casey      Beta Lambda II September 29, 2017       Red Bluff, CA 
Patt Censoplano     Eta Iota  XVI September 23, 2017       El Cajon, CA 
Jo Elaine Davidian     Theta Epsilon XVIII September 2, 2017       Palm Desert, CA 
Amelia Esposito     Theta Alpha  XIII February 22, 2017       Covina, CA 
LaRue Foster      Theta  V September 28, 2017       San Jose, CA  
Mary Gomez      Delta Rho  IV February 2, 2018       San Jose, CA 
Madelene Gosdigian     Delta Epsilon XII December 31, 2017 
Jeannetta Sue Grisso     Eta Lambda  VIII May 27, 2017        Santa Maria, CA 
Alice Halberstadt     Iota Omicron XIII May 1, 2017        Arcadia, CA 
Helen Hasselschwert         Gamma Lambda X November 20, 2017       Laguna Woods, CA 
Harriette Hembree     Eta Eta  XVI November 30, 2017       Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Higgins  Omega  XI December 24, 2017       Woodland Hills, CA 
Barbara F. Stephanie Jenkins   Eta   XII December 12, 2017       Signal Hill, CA    
Alice Keating      Delta Omega IX Summer of 2017               Marble Hill, MO 
Roxie A. Kricorian     Xi   IX February 1, 2018       North Hills, CA 
Jan McLean      Eta Chi  X November 25, 2017       Escondido, CA 
Mary Jo Leap      Delta Iota  X October 22, 2017       Escondido, CA 
Elise Mae Lukens     Alpha Alpha  VII October 6, 2017       Bakersfield, CA 
Marilyn “Lynn” Eleanor Nickel    Eta Iota  XVI December 22, 2017       Santee, CA 
Carolyn Palmer     Delta Lambda V December 1, 2017       Pacific Grove, CA 
Frankie Paslay     Gamma Lambda IX June 25, 2017        Fallbrook, CA   
Phyllis C. Sheldahl     Alpha Pi  XV July 8, 2017        Redlands, CA 
Mildred Spethmann     Eta Iota  XVI October 2, 2017       Spring Valley. CA 
Margaret A. Steele     Eta Upsilon  I August 9, 2017       Henderson, NV 
Denise Stenberg     Iota Zeta  I May 20, 2017        Fort Bragg, CA 
Norma Thomas     Iota Omicron XIII November 27, 2017       Atascadero, CA 
Linda Wells                   Epsilon Chi  VI December 9, 2017       Diamond Springs, CA 
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Come with your technology questions and needs. Bring your technology tools with you 

 to find answers and solutions to your tech troubles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering Technology First Aid and CPR. Drop-in anytime! 
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